


H nocmosuno cpemgam as,

7100 0640 1 83MBP, CHI2 U MPA3,
cped 84S w0tk POJ

om npasHus Hebecer 600

7me 4aKam MULOCI U 3auuma.

I1. K. ABopos, "bexannu’, 1910 I.

Aomzm e mam, xsdemo e capyemo.

AHramiicka IOropopka

And I go on meeting,

come vain or wind, come snow or cold,
amongst the lupine human race

from the empty skies above

they look for mercy and protection.

P. K. Yavorov, Refugees, 1910

Home is where the heart is.

An English proverb
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ITpoexrsr "Hebbarapure” ce ¢unancupa B pamkure Ha Ilporpamara sa
noakperna Ha HITO B Bearapus mo Punancosus mexanussm Ha EBponerickoro
HMKOHOMHYECKO POCTPAHCTBO 20092014 T.

The UnBulgarians is a project of the Free Speech International Foundation and
the Multi Kulti Collective, sponsored by the NGO Programme in Bulgaria un-
der the Financial Mechanism of the European Economic Area 2009-2014

Tosu AOKYMEHT € Ch3aaAcH ¢ $prHaHCOBaTa MoAKpena Ha ITporpamara 3a moaxperna
Ha HEIIPaBUTEACTBEHH OPraHH3aluu B Dharapust mo PUHAHCOBUS MeXaHH3BM
Ha EBpomeiickoro nxonommyecko mpocrpanctso. Llsaara orroBopHOCT 3a
CHABPKAHHETO Ha AOKyMeHTa ce Hocu oT Ponpanus Free Speech International
n "MyATH KyATH KOACKTHMB' M IIPH HHKAKBH OOCTOSTEACTBA HE MOXKE Ad CE
IIpHEMa, Y€ TO3H AOKYMEHT OTPa3siBa 0$UIHAAHOTO cTaHOBHILE Ha PuHancoBUs
MexaHH3bM Ha EBpomneiickoTo nkoHOMHYecko npoctpanctBo 1 Oneparopa Ha
IIporpamara 3a IOAKpeIa Ha HENIPABUTEACTBCHU OPraHU3aluy B bbarapus.

This document has been produced with the financial support of the NGO
Programme in Bulgaria under the Financial Mechanism of the European
Economic Area. The Free Speech International Foundation and the Multi Kulti
Collective assume full responsibility for the content of this document. Under
no circumstances can this document be seen as reflecting the official position
of the Financial Mechanism of the European Economic Area and the NGO
Programme in Bulgaria Operator.
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BbITPOC HA MAEHTHMYHOCT
AMATTEROFIDENTITY

Cropea EBpocrar npes 2013 1. B Bparapust ca skiBeeAr OKOAO 42 000 9y>KACHLIH,
HAU 0,6% oOT HaceaeHHeTo. OKO0AO 11 000 ca or EBponeiickus cbio3, ocraHaAu-
Te Ca OT BCHYKH APYTH CTPaHU B cBeTa. MHOIO OT TsIX ca A0Ope MHTerpUpaHU B
OOIECTBOTO — UMAT IIPOeCHH, SAHNMABAT Ce C OU3HEC, IIPEIIOAABAT MAH CE YYAT.
Hemaaka 4act ca TyK HpeAHMHO II0 BpeMe Ha TYPUCTHMECKIUS Ce30H — Te €a ce
BB3IIOASBAAU OT HEOTAABHALIHYS OyM B I1a3sapa Ha HEABIDKUME MMOTH U €A Ky-
AK "BTOpU AOM'" 3a cefe CH 1 32 ceMeHCTBaTa CH. MHOTO y>KAU IPOKAAHM € B
BbAraprst 10 AMMHU IIPHMUHU — IIOCACABAAH €A CBOUTE (/bATAPCKH CHIIPYSU HAU
CBIIPYTH, 32 AQ CH3AAAAT CEMEIICTBO HA YY)KAA TEPUTOPHSL

I'Ipes IOCACAHUTE HIKOAKO TOAMHHU BbATapHsI ce IIPeBBPHA U BBB BXOACH
IyHKT 3a Thpcewy yoexxue. [ To aaru Ha AppixaBHaTa areHLys 3a 6exxaHuuTe
KbM MUHHCTEPCKHS CBBET HPEs 2014 I. IPUOAUBHTEAHO 11 OO0 AYILH €A IOThp-
CHAM 3aKpHAQ B BhArapuis, Karo oBede OT HOAOBHHATA Ca IIOAYYHAU GEKAHCKH
HAM XyMAHUTAPEH CTaTyT. ToBa ca Xopa, KOUTO Ca HAIlyCHAAU COOCTBEHHTE CH
AOMOBE — [OHSIKOT'a CAMH, [IOHSKOT'a ChC CEMEIICTBATA CH — U HE MOT'AT AA CE Bbp-
HaT TaM 110 [IOAMTHYECKH IPHYUHHU HAU IIOPAAU BOHHA.

Hanaupsr ot Thpeewiy yGexuIne, CheTaH ChC CAOKHATA MKOHOMUYECKA 1
[OAMTHYECKA OOCTAHOBKA, B KOATO ce Hamupa bbarapust, Aape HOB TAQCHK Ha
€3HKa Ha OMPA3aTa, HACOYEH KbM BCEKH, KOHTO ¢ BB3IPUEMAH KATO 'pasAndeH’
n "ay>xa. Hisikou qyxAeHIM ce 0OKasaxa B OKOTO Ha Oypsi OT IIOITYAH3bM, KCCHO-
¢obus 1 crepeoTHnUBUpaHe — Oypsi, Cb3AAACHA U PA3AYXBAHA OT EKCTPEMHU
MOAUTHL U IPUBUAHO [IAYPAAHCTHIHU MEAUH.

YacT OT KAMIIETaTa AATHPAT OT BPEMETO HAa KOMYHH3Ma, HO APYTH Ca
pasbupacMo TBBPAC HOBH — POACHHU IIPH OTBAapSIHETO Ha BbArapus xum

Some 42,000 foreigners, or 0.6 percent of the total population, lived in
Bulgaria in 2013, according to Eurostat. About 11,000 came from the EU,
the rest are from all over the world. Many are well integrated in society.
They have jobs, they do business, they teach or they study. A significant
portion live here mainly during the tourist season. They have partaken of
the recent property boom and have bought second homes for themselves
and their families. Many foreigners are in Bulgaria for personal reasons.
They have followed their husbands and wives to set up families in a foreign
country.

During the past several years Bulgaria has also become an entry point
for asylum-seckers. According to the State Agency for Refugees under the
Council of Ministers, about 11,000 have requested asylum in Bulgaria, in
2014. More than half have been granted cither refugee or humanitarian
status. These are people who have left their homes, sometimes alone and
sometimes with their families, and cannot return there because of political
reasons or because of war.

The influx of asylum-seckers, coupled with the complicated economic
and political situation Bulgaria is in at the moment, have boosted hate
speech directed at anyone identified as "different” and "alien." Some for-
eigners have found themselves in the eye of the storm of populism, xeno-
phobia and stereotypes. It is a storm blown out of proportion by extremist
politicians and ostensibly pluralist media.

Some of the clichés date back to the times of Communism, but others
are quite new — understandably, generated by the post-1989 openingup



CBETa CAeA 1989 I. M TPYAHISL M IIPEXOA OT EAHA OT HAll-U30AUPAHUTE CTPa-
HH AOPH 110 CTaHAApTHTE Ha 6uBIums M3ToueH 6AOK KbM IIbAHOIIPABHOTO
Il YACHCTBO BB BAXKHH MEKAYHAPOAHH OpraHusanuu Kato EBponeiickus
cpioz 1 HATO.

Ipoekrsr "HeBparapure" e ocbmecrsen or Ponpanus Free Speech
International B mapTHBOPCTBO ¢ "MyATH KYATH KOACKTHB' B paMKUTE Ha
Iporpamara 3a noaxpena va HITO B Bparapus no @uuancosus mexa-
HHM3bM Ha EBpOIEHCKOTO MKOHOMHYECKO IPOCTPAHCTBO 2009-2014 I.
ITpoexTdr ce omuTBa A2 aspecupa Tesu npobaeMu upes obpasute U 4o-
BELIKUTE UCTOPUM HA OOMKHOBEHM YyXXACHLM, KOUTO >kuBesT TyK. Kou
ca Xopara, BbPXy KOUTO C ACKOTa ce AenBar crepeorunu? Kaksu uyscrsa
UBIIUTBAT AMEPUKAHCKHUAT PEATIPUEMAd U PYCKHAT XYAOKHHK B Codust
K'bM BTOPHSI CH AOM? AOCTATHYHO CUTYPHO AU € 32 eAUH OeXKaHeL| MIOCIOA-
MaHHH 0T DAM3KHS HBTOK A2 ce pasxoxAa o ObArapckuTte yaunu? AecHo
AU € A2 IpaBULI cOOCTBeH bu3Hec B BbArapus, ako AULIETO TH € C HIKOAKO
HIOAHCA [TO-CBETAO — AU ITO-THMHO?

"Hebbarapure” naenruduumpa mmpox xpsr xopa — or Hosa 3eaanaus a0
wara Banmsrron u ot [Takucran oo Beanko6purarus, — skuBeewu B AYKCO3HH
3aTBOPCHU KOMIIACKCH B KBapTaAuTe 0KOAO COors HAM B MMUIPAHTCKH 0b1iie-
JKUTHS, ¥ MM 33A2Ba BBIIPOCH 33 HACHTHYHOCTTA — TSAXHATA HACHTHYHOCT II0
POXACHHE U MACHTHYHOCTTA UM Ha X0pa, skuseewny B boarapus. Otrosopure
MM PUCYBAT ITbCTPA KAPTHHA HA TEXHUSI KUBOT, PabOTa, PAAOCTU U CKBPOU.

Ho xakTo HepsiAKO e CAyYBa, OTTOBOPUTE CaMU I10 ceOe CU ITOHSKOIa ca
XaIemy BeIpocu. Te sacsrar kauecTBOTO Ha AeMOKpauusTa B byarapust

of Bulgaria and its uneasy transition from being one of the most iso-
lated places even in former East bloc standards to being a full member
of major international organisations such as the EU and NATO.

The UnBulgarians project, conducted by the Free Speech International
Foundation, in partnership with the Multi Kulti Collective and sup-
ported by the NGO Programme in Bulgaria under the Financial
Mechanism of the European Economic Area 2009-2014, aims to ad-
dress these issues through the images and life stories of ordinary non-
Bulgarians who live here. Who are the real people to whom clichés are
so eagerly attached? How does an American entrepreneur or a Russian
artist living Sofia feel about their second home? Is a Muslim refugee
from the Middle East secure enough in the Bulgarian streets? Is it easy
to have your small business here if your face is a few shades lighter — or
a few shades darker?

The UnBulgarians project identifies a wide range of people from New
Zealand to Washington State and from Pakistan to the UK, people liv-
ing in luxury gated communities on the outskirts of Sofia and in refugee
camps, and asks questions about identity, both their identity at birth and
their current identity as people living in Bulgaria. The answers they pro-
vide paint a multicoloured picture of what their lives, jobs, joys and woes
in Bulgaria are.

But as it so often happens, the answers are also at times poignant ques-
tions. They inquire about the quality of democracy in Bulgaria as a modern,
secular state in which by law and by tradition citizens are treated individually



KaTO MOACPHA CBCTCKA AbPiKaBa, B KOSTO IO 3aKOH M ITO TPAAHIIHS T'PaXk-
AQHHTC Ca TPCTHPAHH KaTO AMYHOCTH 663 3HAICHHC KaKBa € TAXHaTa pa-
Ca, PCAUTHS U TIOA. ,A,Q.AI/I B'I)AI‘Q.PPIFI BHHAru C¢ CrmpaBsi CbC 3aABAXKCHUATA
Ha 3aKOHHUTC U TPaAULIUATA cu? Bunaru au AaBa paBHH Bb3MO>XKHOCTH Ha
BCHUYKH HE3ABUCHUMO OT TCXHUSA €CTHOC U pCAI/II‘HH?

Tesu BBIIPOCH 3aCATaT U MACHTHIHOCTTA Ha CAMHUTC 6'bAFaPI/I. Kaxkso osna-
JaBa Aa CH 6'bAI‘aPI/IH? Kakso moxe Ad TC HallpaBHU TaK'bB, aKO MalKa TH U 63.-
ura T HE Ca 6I/IAI/K POACHH TYK — M aKO IIBCTHT Ha KOXKaTa U (I)opMaTa Ha O4YUTC
TH Ca paBAI/I‘IHI/I? AOCTaT'I)‘{HO AU € AQ p:13614pam U Aa CC HACAAXKAABAIIl Ha

GBAFaPCKaTa MY3HKa, U3KYCTBO, IIAAHUHH, XpaHa 1 LICPHOMOPHC? ,A,a npas-

HyBalll 6'I)AI‘3.pCKI/I NpasHUIM M AQ KMalll 6’I>AI‘aPCKI/I l'IpI/ISITCAI/I.> Ymenuero

and without any reference to their race, religion or gender. Is it always living
up to its legal commitments and its own customs? Is it really providing equal
opportunities to everyone regardless of their ethnicity or faith?

These questions also touch on the issue of the Bulgarians’ own iden-
tity. What does it mean to be Bulgarian? What does it take to become
one if your mother and father were born elsewhere — and if the colour
of your skin and the shape of your eyes are different? Are understand-
ing and appreciation of Bulgarian music, art, mountains and the Black
Sea coast enough to qualify? Is not the ability to speak Bulgarian with
only a light accent a well-passed benchmark? What is the difference

between a variegated headscarf and one that is just plain grey?




A TOBOPHIII 6’bAI‘aPCKI/I C €ABa AOAOBUM AKLIEHT HE € AU YCIIEITHO U3ABPKAH
npuemeH u3nuT? Kaksa e pasaukara MeXAy MHOIOLIBETHATA 3a6paA1<a U Ta-
3H, KOATO € B PABHOMEPHO CHBO?

ToBa ce HEBUHHH, HO U YUYABAILO TPYAHHU BBIIPOCH, KOUTO HUE 3aAABAME
4pes o6pa314 U AYMH. Te ca B ocHOBaTa Ha AebaTa 3a TOBa KaKBO brarapus
€ UAU TpﬂGBa A2 6BAE npes XXI B. 3a pasauka oT CTapUTE ACMOKPALIUH B
EBporma, KbA€TO 10 T€31 TeMM Ce TOBOPY OT MHOTO FOAMHH, B Bparapus te
ca oTHOCcuTeAHO HOBH. M Bce ome ca HoBuHa. AebarsT Mo TAX IPEACTOU
AA 3aIIOYHE.

Anmonu Ieopeues

These are innocent yet surprisingly uneasy questions that we have at-

tempted to address through images and words. They are at the basis of a
debate about what this country is, or should be, in the 215t century. In con-
trast to the old democracies in Western Europe, where these topics have
been on the agenda for many years, in Bulgaria they are relatively new.
They are still news. The debate is yet to unfold.

Anthony Georgieff






HEbDBATAPUTE
UNBULGARIANS



IAAAHA, MSAPBOKAMBA, TTIAEHMTEAHA
HUNGRY, RESILIENT, ALLURING

Podennsm 6 Cuamoa 33-200umen amepuxarey Popu Mussp ynpasisea
KOMRAHUS 34 KPAPM OUPA, OP2AHUSUPAHE HA CBOUMUS U NBIYBAUYA KYXHI
8 boazapus.

Koza npucmuena 6 bsazapus u saugo?

AOHAOX IPeAr OKOAO OCEM TOAMHH, 3a A2 00OTaTs OMUTA CH HA IIBTC-
mectBeHuK. Moxex Aa usbupam mMexaAy bvarapus u IToama u nsbpax
bBwarapus, 3aimoro e mo-roraa. He 3Haex Humo 3a camara crpana — Helo,
oT KoeTo ce cpamyBam. Caca BpeMe Ch3AAA0X MHOTO OAUSKH IIPUSITEACTBA,
Hayuux esuka 1 Codus cTaHa Hail-ya06HaTa 1 KOMPOPTHA OIILIHSL.

Hsnumean au cu cneynasno ommnomenue 6 beicapus, sawgomo cu
yyncdeney?

HMaa cbM U HOAOXHUTCAHH, U OTPHULATEAHH IIPEKUBSIBAHUS U € ObAra-
pu, u ¢ uyxacHiy. Ho a3 cbM MaAKO XaMEACOH, ACCHO CE CAMBAM ChC Cpe-
AATa U XOpaTa He Me 3a0eAsI3BaT.

Hsnenada au me scusomom 6 boacapus?

HsHeHapa Me € ACKOTATA, € KOSITO Ce aAANTHPaX... EAHO oT Hewara, xou-
TO M€ BIICYATASIBAT, € O0LIaTa HE3AUHTEPECOBAHOCT OT IOAMTUKATA.

Hmam au eazapcxn npusmein?

OKo0A0 90% OT IpUATEAUTE MU Ca OBATapH.

Tpasuysam au bvacapcku npasuyu?

IIpasHyBaM BCHYKHU IOACMH IIPasHULIU ChC CEMEHCTBOTO Ha MaKaTa Ha
CHHA MH... ACCCH HAYHH AQ USIIUTBAM YAOBOACTBHE OT TSIX.

Onumn Beazapus c mpu dymu.

Thaana. sppwxansa. ITacHureana.

Cusmams au 0a ocmanems 3a no-0v.420 8 boazapns?

Aa, 32 A2 MOYKE CHH'BT MH A € TO-0AU30 A0 6262 CH 1 ASIAO CH, HO CBIIO U
32 Aa pasBuBaM GUpPEHATA CH KOMIIAHUS, B PE3YATAT Ha KOETO ILIE CE PasBUE
u Gupenara kyarypa B bvarapus. B eAus MoMeHT TOBa e AOBeae A0 HauC-
THHA TOAEMH NTOCTHXKEHH S,

Kaxso e 0a cu 6azapun?

Mucast, 4e MHOTO G'bATApH HMAT KOMIIACKC 32 MAAOLICHHOCT. ToBa € Thx-
HO, 3aI[0TO B IIOBEYETO CAYYaH T¢ Ca 0-A06pH OT 06HdaiiHOTO.

Hexam an 0a 6sdems 6oazapun?

He nckam aa cbM ot HsikakBa onpeaeacHa HarpoHaAHOCT. [TlactauB cbM
npocto Aa cbM Popu. UyscrBam, ue pasbupam xopara TyK U MOTa Aa CbM
CBIIPHYACTCH C TSIX.

12

Born in Seattle, the 33-year-old American Rory Miller manages a craft beer
company, an event management organisation and a travelling kitchen in
Bulgaria.

When did you come to Bulgaria and why?

I came about eight years ago, to further my travelling experience. It was a
choice between Poland or Bulgaria. Bulgaria is warmer, so I chose Bulgaria.
Before that I had known almost nothingabout the country, something 'm
aashamed of. After some time I had made a good deal of close friends and
learnt the language, making Sofia the most convenient and comfortable
option.

Have you experienced any special treatment in Bulgaria because you are a

Joreigner?

I've had both positive and negative experiences here with both Bulgarians
and foreigners. But I'm a bit of a chameleon and can easily blend in making
it a bit harder to be marked out.

Has life in Bulgaria surprised you?

It surprised me that I so easily adapted to it... one thing that gets to me is
the general indifference about politics.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

About 90 percent of my friends are Bulgarian.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian feasts?

I celebrate all the major holidays here with the family of my son’s moth-
er... so I guess I have an easy way in to be able to enjoy them.

Describe Bulgaria with three words.

Hungry. Resilient. Alluring.

Do you plan to stay for a longer period in Bulgaria?

I do plan to stay longer because of my son to be near his grandparents,
but also to further develop my beer company which will in return devel-
op the beer culture for Bulgaria eventually leading to really great things.

What does it mean to be Bulgarian?

I think many Bulgarians have a complex that they aren’t good enough.
Which is sad because in most cases they are better than enough.

Do you want to be a Bulgarian?

I don’t want to be any particular nationality. I'm happy just being
Rory. I feel that I understand people from here and can sympathise with
them.



Popu Muasp, CAIL] ¢ Rory Miller, USA



BbATAPUA E"Y AOMA"
BULGARIA IS HOME

Pun Amamypa, meampanen dusasinep u cyenozpad na 3s, npucmuza npeon
15 200unn om Toxuo 6 Copus, 3a 0a yuu xyxaena cyenozpagus 6 HATDH3.
Bee omge e myx u pabomu xamo cyenozpagd na mozo0 nocmanosKi 6 cmosn-
YAaMma u cmpanama.

beaeapus usnenada an me?

ITpeau 15 roauHH Bcuuko B DbATapus HaIaexaalle CHBO, 4yBCTBAX ce
KaTO B HAKAKBO CUBO sifinie. M kupuanmara — Gelle TOAKOBA PasAMYHA, U B
CBIOTO BpeMe HHTEPEeCHA. A KUPUAULIATA € BCHLIHOCT MHOTO CAAAKA.

3aberszsara au cu neyuasHo ommuomsenue xem meb, 3amomo cu
yyncdenxa?

Koraro Hampasst Hewto, xopaTa KasBat, 4e Ce € IOAYYHAO, 3ALIOTO CbM
smoHKa. "Ei ToBa e simoncka pabora’, xassar Te. 3HaM, 4e O UMAT 32 KOM-
MIAMMEHT, HO 32 MeH He e. He Bcuuku AMoHIIM ca crocobHU Ha TOBa, KOETO
IpaBsi as.

Céuscxsanraau cu ce coc cexcusom 8 boazapus?

He. Ho mucas, 4e 32 6parapuTe a3 He CbM KeHa. A3 CbM SIIOHKA. 3aTOBa,
KOTaTO TOBOPI 110 TeAeOHA € HsIKOsl HPMa, Ha KOSTO CbM HAIIPABUAA I10-
PBUKa, KazBaM: "3ApaBeiiTe, 06aXKAa ce SAMOHKATA, TOPBYaX BH TOBA U OHO-
Ba." 3HaM, ye HsIMa A2 MM 3aIIOMHST UMETO, TaKa 4e SIOHKATa' MM € HEIlO
KATO BU3UTHA KaPTHUYKA.

Hua au newgo munuuro bsi2apcro?

Mprrxkasrero. brarapure MpbHKAT Ha paGoTa, Ye TOBAa HAM OHOBA HAMA Ad
CTaHe, Ka3BaT "llie IO HAIPABUM YTPE HAH II0-KBCHO', YMESIT A CBBPLIAT TOAC-
MUTE HEllja, HO He OOpBIIAT BHUMAHME HA ACTaAMTe. A a3 MCKAM BCHYKO Ad €
UBIUIIAHO AO Hafi-ApeOHIMs AeTaliA. 3aTOBA I'M CAYIIAM KAK MPBHKAT, a IOCAE
UM Ka3BaM: "Aa, TOBa MOXe A CTAHE U BHE MOYKETE AA [O HAIPABUTE.

Onumn Beazapus c mpu dymu?

Tyx cbM caMo OT IS TOAMHU U >KUBesL B 3aTBOpeH Kpbr. Ho Aymure Moske
Aa ca: 9epHO, 65140, LIBETHO.

Iianupam au da ocmareus 6 boazapus?

OmnpeaeaeHO OcTaBaM TyK.

Yyscmeams au ce wacm om boazapus?

Aa. As ceMm Obarapusupana smoHka. [Ipes mbpBuTe meT roauHu
Boarapust Geute Bpemenen oom. Cera Ts € HCTHHCKHAT MH AOM.
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The 35-year-old theatre costume and stage designer Rin Yamamura moved

from Tokyo 15 years ago, to study puppet stage design at the National Academy

of Theatre and Film Arts in Sofia. She is still here, making the stage designs of
a number of plays in Sofia and the country.

Did Bulgaria surprise you?

Fifteen years ago, everything in Bulgaria looked grey, I felt like I was in
a grey egg. And the Cyrillic alphabet, it was so different. But it was also
interesting. It is actually very sweet, the Cyrillic.

Have you noticed any special attitude towards you because you are a

Dreioner?
foreigner:

When I create something, people say that I am capable of it because I am
Japanese. "Here is a bit of Japanese work," they say. [ know that they mean it
asa compliment, but for me itis not a compliment. Not all Japanese people
are able to do the things I do.

Have you experienced sexism in Bulgaria?

No. But I think to Bulgarians I am not a woman. I am Japanese. That is
why when I am on the phone with some company for my work, I usually
say "Hello, the Japanese lady is calling, I've ordered this and that from you."
They wouldn't remember my name anyway, so being Japanese has become
my business card.

Is there anything you consider typically Bulgarian?

Grumbling. Bulgarians grumble at work that this or that cannot happen,
they say "we'll do it tomorrow, or later”, they do the big things well but don't
pay attention to the tiny details. And I want even the tiniest things crafted
to perfection. So I listen to them grumbling, and then I tell them, "Yes, this
can happen, you can do it

Describe Bulgaria in three words?

I have been here for only 15 years, and I live in a closed circle. But these
can be: black, white, colourful.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

I am definitely staying here.

Do you feel a part of Bulgaria?

Yes, I do. I am Bulgarianised Japanese. In the first five years, Bulgaria felt
like a temporary home. Now it is my real home.



Pun fImamypa, Anonns ¢ Rin Yamamura, Japan



bbATAPUA E HAAEJKAA
BULGARIA IS HOPE

Kone Axy, asmomoburen mexnuk na 30 200utu om Abudwcan, Kom d'Hsoap,
npucmuza 8 boazapus npes 2012 2. Kandudamcemsa 3a bexcarcku cmamym
u ¢ newesnn Ha 06e urHcmanyuu 8 csa, 1o caed "we” om Bepxosuus csd 65-
demgerno e nescro. Pabomui e HIKOAKO meceya 8 KO YeHIMBD, ce2a € mo0el 8
Hayuonarnama xydoncecmsena axademus.

3auyo usbpa mouro beazapus?

HMabpax s, 3a110TO U3rAEKAALLIE KaTO PElICHHE 32 NIPOOAEMHUTE, KOUTO
MMax B MOsiTa cTpaHa. Beuukure Mu Hapexau ca B Bparapus cera. Bsipsam,
e HEIIATA LIE CE PasBHSAT [0 HAl-AOOPIsI Bb3MOXKCH HauHH, BSIPBaM B K'bC-
METa CH TYK.

Cpewgan au cu cneynaino omuomenne Ko meb 6 beazapus, saujomo cu
wypcderney?

He cbm umaa ocobenn npo6aemu B Byarapust. O6uaam Gbarapure, npu-
STEAUTE, KOMTO Bede MMaM TyK. XOpaTa ca MHOTO APY>KEAIOGHH K'bM MCH U
ca roToBu Aa momorat. CpelyHax MHOTO HPUSITEAU TYK — IIPHATCAUTE Ha
IPUSTEAKATA MU, CTYACHTUTE B AKaACMUSITA.

Moxycens au da omxpoums munuuro Osazapcxa wepma?

Hascsikbpe mo cera mma A06pu u aoum xopa. He obuuam aa
o06061mmaBam.

Beazapus usnenada au me, Kozamo npucmuzna?

Tyx BUASIX CHSIT 32 IP'BB ITBT Ipe3 xuBoTa cu. M xpanara. O6uyam 6anu-
112 U IIOTICKA CAaAATa.

TIpaswysams au Gsazapcxu npaswuyu?

Aa. O6uyam A2 HOCSI MAPTECHHULM U AQ TH Bpb3BaM 1o abpBerara. C npu-
sTeakara Mu OosiAucaxmMe sifina 3a BeAUKACH U OTHAOXME HA LIbPKBA Ha
Pasneru nerpk u Ha Beaukaen.

Moyceus au da onumens beazapus c mpu dymu?

3a meH Bvarapust e A06pa crpana. M xopara ca A06pu.

ITwanupams au da ocmaneus 8 boazapus?

Pas6upa ce. Ako HewaTa ce MOAPEAST AOGPE, IIe CbM LIACTAMB A2 OCTa-
Ha. XapecBaM cTpaHara, 4yBCTBaM ce A0Ope B HesL.
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The 30-year-old car mechanic Kone Yaku arrived in Bulgaria from Abidjan,
Céte d'Tvoire, in 2012. He has applied for refugee status and has won two cases
in Bulgarian courts, but after a rejection from the Supreme Court he is in
limbo. After several months working at a call centre, he is now a model at the
National Academy of Arts.

Why did you chose Bulgaria?

I chose it because it looked as if it can be the solution to the prob-
lems I had in my country. All my hopes are in Bulgaria now. I trust
that things will turn out in the best possible way, I believe in my bonne
chance here.

Have you experienced special treatment in Bulgaria because you are a
foreigner?

I haven't had any big problems in Bulgaria. I love the Bulgarians, the
friends I made here. People are very amicable with me, and eager to help. I
made many friends here — the friends ofmy girlfricnd, the students in the
Academy.

Can you single out anything which is typical for Bulgarians?

Everywhere in the world there are good people and bad people. I don't
like to generalise.

Did Bulgaria surprise you when you arrived?

Here I'saw snow for the first time in my life. And the food. Ilove Banichka
and Shopska salad.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian feasts?

Yes. I love wearing Martenitsa and tying them to trees. With my girl-
friend, we coloured eggs for Easter, and went to church on Good Friday
and on Easter.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

For me, Bulgaria is a good country. And the people are good.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Of course. If everything is good for me here, I will be happy to stay. I like
the country, I feel good here.



Kome fky, Kot AMBoap e Kone Yaku, Céte d’Ivoire



YACT OT BCHYKO BbATAPCKO
A PART OF EVERYTHING BULGARIAN

Cemeticmsomo na 24-200umnama arbarnxa Exiubeiime Mexuemaii npuc-
muza 6 Bboazapus npes 2004 2. xamo bewanyu. Ta 3asspumsa bsizapcko
yunnmge, buaa e dobpososey 8 Boazapcxus 4epser kpocm u ceza pabomi 8
Cosema na senume bexcanxu 6 boazapus.

Msnumeanra au cu cneyuarno omuomenue 8 boieapus, samomo cu
wyncdenxa?

Koraro sanounax yuuauue, Geme MHOTO CTPaHHO, 3alI0TO He TOBOPEX
Obarapcku. Ho chyyeHHIETE MM IIOMOTHAXA A HAYYa €3HKa.

Buaa au cu duckpumurnupana, 3augomo cu yena?

Huxora. He nsraexaam xato miocioamanka ot Apabekust cast. Ho cbm
4yBaAa 32 arpecysl Cpellly MIOCIOAMAHKH TYK, 3aI[0TO HOCSAT 3a6paAKH.

Cougecmsysa au Haxaxea xapaxmepua beizapcka vepma?

JKusest B Bparapus ToAkoBa OTAABHA, Ye cera ce 4yBCTBAM YacT OT BCHY-
ko 6barapcko. He Mora aa xasa, 4e nMa Helwjo, KOETO Ad € YHHKAAHO CaMO
3a Obarapute. Ho xapecBam criokoiicTsueTo Ha cTpaHaTa.

Kaxso me usnenada 8 boazapus, kozamo npucmuzna?

Beute ToakoBa cryaeno! Koraro sumara poiiae, 6emme Takbs cTya, e ce
mwoxupax. 3uMuTe B AAGAHUS Ca II0-MEKH, 2 TYK Ce 030BaX B CHSIT AO KO-
aeHe. Ho sanmouBam Aa cBuxBam.

Huamw au 6earzapcku npusmenn?

Msuoro. Or yunauie, ot pabora. HerpexbcHaro cpemam HOBU xopa.

TIpasnysaus au berzapcku npasnuyu?

MiocroaMaHKa CbM, HO B AAGAHNS PA3ANMHHTE PEAUTHY BUHATH €2 SKUBEAU
3CAHO U XOPaTa OT PASAMMHHTE PCAUTHH OTOEASSBAT 3aCAHO IIPASHULIUTE CH.
CeMelicTBOTO MU IIPOABAXKABA TpaAuLsTa. MonTe 6bArapcky mpusireAn Mu
HABAT HA TOCTH 3a HAILINTE IIPA3HULIY, A 43 XOASL HA TOCTH Y TAX 32 TCXHUTE.

ITwanupams au da ocmaneus 6 Boazapus?

JKuBest TyK OT 11 TOAUHY ¥ TOBA 10 HSKAKBB HAYUH ITOKA3B2, 9€ HCKAM A2
ocrana. Ho axo Hsikora ce mosiBu BE3MOXKHOCT 32 HEILO TO-A06PO HAKBAC
APYTaAe, e 0THAA. 3acera 06ade CbM TyK.

Yyscmeaus au ce boazapra?

Beue umMaM GbATapCKO IPaskKARHCTBO U TOBa Me IIpaBH (barapka. 3a MeH
HAILJMOHAAHOCTTA HE € TOAKOBA BOXKHA, BAXKHOTO € HHE, "PasAUdHUTE" XO-
pa, aa ce pasbupame. Fimax kbcMeTa Aa ce modyBcTBaM 4acT OT bbarapus u
TOBa Me IpaBu GbArapka.

18

The family of the 24-year-old Albanian Eblibejte Mehmetaj arrived in
Bulgaria in 2004 and was granted refugee status. She graduated a Bulgarian
school, volunteered in the Bulgarian Red Cross and now works for the Council
of Refugee Women in Bulgaria.

Have you experienced any special treatment in Bulgaria because you are a

Sforeigner?

When I started school, it was very strange because I didn’t speak
Bulgarian. But my classmates helped me a lot to learn the language.

Have you been discriminated against because you are a woman?

No, never. [ don’t look like a Muslim woman from the Arab world. But I
have heard about offences against Muslim women wearing the veil.

Is there something unique about the Bulgarians?

I have been living here for such a long time that now I feel I am a part of
everything which is Bulgarian. I cannot say there is anything uniquely for
Bulgaria alone. But I like the calmness of the country.

Did Bulgaria surprise you when you arrived?

It was so cold! When winter came, it was so cold that I was shocked.
Winters are mild in Albania and here I found myself in knee-deep snow.
But I am getting used to it.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

A lot. I met them at school, at work. I meet new people all the time.

Do you celebrate any Bulgarian holidays?

I am a Muslim, but in Albania different religions have always lived to-
gether and people of different faiths celebrate their feasts together. Our
family has continued this way in Bulgaria. My Bulgarian friends visit us for
our holidays, and we visit them for theirs.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

I have been here for 11 years, and this, in a way, indicates that I want to
stay. But if an opportunity for something better arises somewhere else, I
will leave. For now I am here.

Do you feel Bulgarian?

I am already a Bulgarian citizen, and this makes me a Bulgarian. For me,
nationality is not that important. What matters is that we, the "different”
people, get together well. I have the chance to feel a part of Bulgaria, and
this makes me Bulgarian.



Exan6eiite Mexmeraii, Aabanus o Ehlibejte Mchmetaj, Albania



BCEKU TTOCTOAHHO CE OI'TAAKBA
EVERYONE CONSTANTLY WHINES

Bexpyx Cabynwun, na 30, u Maxdu Mocadeenyp, na 33, ca om Hpan. T e
npesoday om aneausicku, moi e apxumexm. T3 emuepupa npedu mpu 200u-
Hit, 4 1MOti npedu 10, u 08AMAMNA — 3AU40MO CA NPUEA XPUCTRUIHCINGOINO.
3anosnasam ce u ce wensm 6 boazapus, umam cmamym na bexcarnyu u 0sp-
scam Kosmemuen u Ppusvopcku caron 6 Copus.

Cpewganu au cme cneyuarno omuomenue 8 boacapus, samwomo cme
yywcdenyn?

Maxan: Muoro decto cpemam xopa, kouro momarar. Ho Hakon umar
AOIIO MHEHHUE 32 yKACHIIUTE.

Bexpyx: IToeue momarat, 0cobeHO KaTo BUAST, e HCKaM A2 pabors, ue
HE MCKaM oMol OT AbpykaBata. Ho nuMam xaneHTKH, koUTO Kato pasbe-
par, ue cbM OeXKaHKa, CH IIPOMEHST OTHOICHHUETO.

Yeewanra au cu cexcuzom?

Bexpyx: He.

Hha au #3KaK64 XAPAKIMEPHA MUNULHA OBA2APCKA HePMA?

Bexpyx: Muoro ce sipocBar. Ho ca muau xopa.

Maxan: [TocTosHHO Beekn ce omaakaa.

Kax 6u usnenada beazapus?

Bexpyx: Esuxsr 6eme Mmoo crpasesn. Muoro e MeaoandeH, xy6as e.

Maxau: Ouaxsax Aa Buast EBpona, a To 6s1xa eAHU cTapu crpaau, Komy-
nuctnyecku. Crapy, usocrasenu $abpuky, u neruumara He 6s1xa A06pe
3a eAHa eBpoIneiicka crpana. Tosa HaucTiHa Me u3HeHaad. OvakBax HeIo
MHOTO ITOBEYE.

Hname au npusmei berzapn?

Maxau: Aa, poocta. Ha 6parapeku cu roBopum ¢ Tsix.

Bexpyx: Cpemanme ru 1 mokpait paboTara, 1 OKpai LIbPKBaTa.

TTpasuysame au beazapckn npasuuyu?

Maxaun: IlpasnyBame bpann Beuep, Koaeaa ¢ Tix.

Bexpyx: Hocum maprennnn.

Onumeme Beazapus c mpu dymu?

Maxan: Yepro mope. bparapckure necan — 1 pOAKAOPHHUTE, U YaATaTA.
Bannna. B Mpan nmame Gorara KyxHsi, HO He TOTBUM CbC CHPEHE.

Bexpyx: Kpacuso. Mcropus. He e maoro cryaeno.

ITanupame au 0a ocmaneme 8 beazapus?

Bexpyx: 3acera He ce 3Hae. AKO HEIaTa He CE ONPABSIT, ¢ 3AMHHEM.

Maxau: 3a cexascHue. Mucanm 3a penia n Maxap Aa obuaame barapust
U XOpara, HCKaMe A2 UM A2AEM Haii-A06poTo.
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Behrokh Sabounchi, 30, and Mahdi Mosadegpur, 33, are from Iran. Sheis an
English language translator, he is an architect. She emigrated three years ago,
and he came 10 years ago, because both are Christian converts. They met and
married in Bulgaria, have refugee status, and own a beauty and hairdressing
parlour in Sofia.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are foreigners?

Mahdi: I often meet pcoplc, who hclp. But some have bad opinion
about foreigners.

Behrokh: Most of them help, when they realise that I want to work and
that I don't want state benefits. But I have seen some of my customers get-
ting cold feet they learn that I am a refugee.

Have you experienced sexism?

Behrokh: No.

Is there a typically Bulgarian character trait?

Behrokh: They often get angry, but are kind people.

Mahdi: All the time everyone complains.

Has Bulgaria surprised you?

Behrokh: The languagc was very strange. It is very melodic, it is
beautiful.

Mahdi: I expected to see Europe, but saw instead all those Communist-era
buildings. Old, abandoned factories, and the roads weren't like they should
be in an European country. This really got me. I expected much more.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Mahdi: Yes, many. We speak Bulgarian with them.

Behrokh: We meet them at work and in church.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

Mahdi: We celebrate Christmas with them.

Behrokh: We wear Martenitsa.

Describe Bulgaria in three words?

Mahdi: The Black Sea. The Bulgarian songs — both the folklore and
the Chalga. The Banitsa. Iranian cuisine is rich, but we don't cook with
cheese.

Behrokh: Beautiful. History. Not very cold.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Behrokh: We don't know yet. If the things don't improve, we will leave.

Mabhdi: Sadly. We are thinking about having kids, and although we love
Bulgaria and its peoplc, we want to give them the best.



Bexpyx Cabynun u Maxau Mocaaernyp, Hpan ¢ Behrokh Sabounchi and Mahdi Mosadegpur, Iran



bIXME M3bPAAV bbATAPKA
WED CHOOSE BULGARIA

Ancoanna Aaxanmapa e na 36 u udsa om Jomunuxanckama penybiuxa 6
Boazapus npedu wecm 200unn coc conpyea cu, Koumo e npemecmer. om myi-
IMUHAYHOHANHATNA KOMNAHUS, 34 K0smo pabom. T e domaxuns u peuu 0a
RO3UPA ¢ UKOHA, KOSTNO € HAPUCYBALA CAMA.

HB3numeanra an cu cneynanno Ommouernne, 3auomo cu 4ynoenxa?

DbArapuTe ca ropA HapoA U aKO He OIMTALI AA AOCTUTHELI AO TAX Ype3
€31Ka, MOXE Aa Ce TOYyBCTBalI oTXBbpAcH. Ho mom omuram Aa roopuin
GbArapCKH, Te IPUEMAT, XOPaTa ca MHOTO TOIAU. TyK ce 4yBCTBaM Kato B
POAMHATA CH.

Cluscksara au cu ce coc cexcu3om?

B Hukaxss cayvaii!

Hma au newgo munuuro 6s42apcxo 8 HAYUOHANHUI Xapaxmep?

Bbarapus nma Gorara HCTOpHUS U € THXHO, e BCMYKH 3HAAT 32 I'bpuus
u Pum, Ho He 1 3a Hes.

Kax me usnenada boazapus?

AslykaTa ¢ HAI'AHO pasandHa U Mu 6ele TpyaHO B Hadaroto. M un-
¢pacrpykrypara. [Ipean boarapus xussixme B MHAMA 1 TaM Bcuuko e
TOAKOBA ITbAHO C LIBSIT, AOKATO KyOMYHHTE CPAAM TYK UBTACKAAT TOAKOB2
Gesusernu. Taka e, IbPBOTO MU BIICYaTACHHUE Gelile, Ye IPAABT CE PaslaQ.
Ho orrorasa BuAsIX MHOTO IIPOMEHH.

Lpasuysam au Gercapcxu npasuuyu?

Beuuky, onursame ce. CunsTMu ce poau TyK, Kassa ce FBan AaekcaHABp,
3aTOBa IIpasHyBaMe HMCHHUS My ACH Ha 7 SIHyapH.

Onumu boszapus c mpu dymu?

Kyarypa, cemeiicTBo, BKycose.

ITwanupame au da ocmaneme 6 beazapus?

He saBucu ot nac. Ho ako Mmoxem pa nsbupame, Guxme oTracpAaAr AcLia-
ta cu B bearapus. Crpanara e curypHa ¥ MOXEM Ad IIPAaBMM MHOTO HeIla
TYK — A2 XOAUM Ha OIIepa, Ha KMHO, Ha MOPE.

Kaxeso e 0a cu beazapun?

DbArapure ca MMaAM TOAKOBA MHOTO IPEYKH B HCTOPUSATA CH, IPEMHUHAAH
ca Ipes KOMYHHM3Ma H MHOTO IIPOMEHH 32 KPaTKo BpeMe. Mucasi, e ca MHOTO
cMean. Msnuraan ca ToAKoBa IPOMEHH, HO OCTaBAT OTBOPEHH KBM CBETA.

Yyscmeaus au ce bpazapra?

Aa. Xapecsam xpanara, u ocobeHo uybpunata. O6uuame A2 u3AH3aMe
B HCACAHTE, A CE YyBCTBAME KATO MCTUHCKUTE OBATAPH, U CE TOPACEM C
H3KYCTBOTO B bosiHcKara IrbpKBa.
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Jobanna Alcantara is 36 and moved from the Dominican Republic to Sofia
six years ago, with her husband who was relocated by the multinational com-
pany he is working for. She is a housewife and decided to pose with an icon she
painted herself.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

Bulgarians are proud people and if you don't try to get to them through
the language, you might feel pushed away. But when you try to speak
Bulgarian, you are welcomed. Here I feel like in my own country.

Have you experienced sexism?

No way!

Is there anything typically Bulgarian in the national character?

Bulgaria s rich in history and it is sad that everyone knows about Greece
and Rome, and not about Bulgaria.

How did Bulgaria surprise you?

The alphabet is totally different and it was difficult in the beginning.
And the infrastructure. We lived in India before Bulgaria, and there every-
thing is full of colour, and here you have these square buildings that look
so colourless. So, my first impression was that the city was breaking down.
But as time goes by I've seen many changes.

Do you celebrate any Bulgarian holidays?

All of them, we try. My boy was born here, his name is Ivan Aleksandar,
so we celebrate his name day on 7 January.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

Culture, family, flavours.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

It is not up for us to decide. If we are to choose, we would raise the kids
in Bulgaria. The country is safe and we can do many things here — going to
the opera, the movies, to the seaside.

What does it take to be Bulgarian?

Bulgarians have so many hurdles in their history, going through
Communism and then so many changes in such a short time. I think
Bulgarians are very brave. They have experienced these changes, yet they
are still open.

Do you feel Bulgarian?

Yes. I like the food, and the Chubritsa spice. We love going out, on
Sundays, to feel like the real Bulgarians and we are proud of the art in the

Boyana Church.



A>xoanna Aakantapa, AoMHHUKaHCKa penryOanka o Johanna Alcantara, Dominican Republic



[TPOADAVKABAME.HA.TTPEA
CONTINUING.FORWARD

Aagpap Hlaban e poden 6 I11060us npedu 28 200unu 6 cemericmso na upaxcxu
UMUZPAHINY. SAHUMABA C€ C HAMUPAHE HA HOB OUSHEC 34 COPMYEPHA KOMNA-
HUS 1 € AKIMUBUCIN, NOCBEINEH HA YCINOUUUBOINO XPAHEHE U MAADEHKAINA
mpexca wa Slow Food.

Cluscxsans A cu ce coC REYUANHO OMHOULEHUE, 3AUOMO UMEMO MU €
2ync0o?

Karo MaabK AcLIaTa MU Ce MOAMTPaBaXa 32 HIMETO, 3 LIBETA Ha KOYKATA, HO
Ce CAyYBAIIC M YIMTCAUTE Aa KaXkaT: "ETo, BIKTe, BAIIMAT ChydYeHHK 3HaC
GbArapckaTa AMTEpaTypa no-A06pe ot Bac. Cae THHHEHAXKBPCTBOTO OT-
HOIICHHUETO CTaHa NO-NoA0XKHUTeAHO. Ho Hackopo Ha uHTepBIO 32 pabo-
Ta PeIIMXa A2 M€ IIPOBOKHPAT ¢ Bprpoca: "Aobpe, Tu, ¢ Tas Gpaaa, ¢ ToBa
MIMC — XOpaTa Kak Te Ipuemar?”

Mosceus an 0a 060cobums munuuno bsazapcka wepma?

He cbM >KUBSIA AOCTATBYHO ABATO H3BBH CTPAHATa, 32 AA IIPCLCHS, HO
MOKe 61 TOBa ¢ HABUKBT A2 CH MUCAMM, 4€ TYK ¢ Haii-3a¢. 32 MeH Obarap-
CKOTO TPa’KARHCTBO € LICHHO, IIOAYYHMX TO Ha II-12 TOAMHH M ITOMHS KakK
POAMTEANTE MU KOIHeexa 3a Hero. He pasbupam kak ToakoBa GbAarapy Ha-
IIyCKAT ¥ OTHBAT B 1yXOHMHA caMO 32 A2 UM ¢ IT0-yA0GeH XuBOTHT TaM. He
ro pa3bupam Tost 06pPATEeH HALIMOHAAHSBM.

TIpasuysam au Ovrzapcxu npaswuyu?

Tasu roauHa peIlnx A2 He CH KyIyBaM MapTCHHIIA, 3aI0TO PEILHX, 4¢
MH € HCHAAO OT KUTACKX MAPTCHULIH.

Monceus au da onumens beazapus c mpu dymu?

Moske, ama Heka Aa ce pasbepe, 4e ¢ HapouHO pasacacHo: [ IpoabaskaBame.
HaTlpea.

Thianupam au da ocmaneus 6 boazapus?

Mucas Aa 3amuHa 32 1y>kK6MHa, HO CAMO 32 AQ CH PasIIupsi POpeCcHOHaA-
HUSI XOPU3OHT — CACA TOBA IIE CC BbpHA.

Kaxso cnoped meb e da cu 6vazapun?

Mesxay OcBoboxaeHneTo u counasusma bearapus ¢ mokasaaa, e xo-
TaTo MMAII XOpa C IPAaBUAHOTO 00pa3oBaHNE M BE3MOXKHOCTH, MOXKCII Ad
nocrurdem MHOro. M Te He ca 6uan camo GbArapu — HMaAO € 4exH, IO-
ASILI, BCSIKAKBH, KOUTO €A AOLIAM C Kay3aTa A2 CBTBOPST CAHO MOACPHO
obmectBo. Mcka Mu ce GbATApHHET ITaK A2 € TAKDB.

T wyscmeaus an ce bpazapun?

Aa. TBKHO ¢, HO ce 9yBCTBaM BCe ITO-MaAKO HPAKYaHHUH.
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Dafar Shaban was born in Plovdiv, 28 years ago, in the family of Iraqi im-
migrants. He is prospecting for business opportunities for a software com-
pany and is an activist devoted to sustainable eating and the Slow Food
youth network.

Have you experienced special treatment because you have a foreign
name?

When I was young, the kids made fun of my name and my skin colour,
but it also happened for the teachers to say: "Look at your classmate, he
knows Bulgarian literature better than you." After the teenage years, the
attitude improvcd. But rcccntly, ata job interview, thcy tried to provokc
me with a question: "Okay, but how do pcopic accept you with this beard
and this name?"

Can you single out a typical Bulgarian character trait?

I haven't lived iong cnough outside Bulgaria to compare, but it is pr()b—
abiy the habit to think that here cvcrything is the worst. For me, Bulgarian
citizcnship is precious. I received it when I was 11-12 years, and [ remember
how my parents craved it. I cannot understand those Bulgarians who leave
the country for a more comfortable life abroad. I don't understand this
reverse nationalism.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

This year | decided not to buy Martenitsa, because [ got fed up with the
Made-in-China Martenitsa.

Can you describe Bulgaria with three words?

Make it clear that the separation is deliberate: Continuing.For.Ward.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

I think ofgoing abroad to broader my profcssionai horizons — and then
I will come back.

What in your opinion is to be a Bulgarian?

Between Liberation in 1878 and Socialism in 1944, Bulgaria proved that
when you have pcopic with the right education and skills, you can achieve
alot. These people were not only Bulgarians, there were Czechs, Poles and
others, who came to build a modern society. I would like Buigarians to be
like that again.

Do you feel Bulgarian?

Yes. Sadiy, I fell less and less an Iraqi.



Aa¢ap Iaban, Mpax e Dafar Shaban, Iraq



MUP'BTI E KPACOTATA HA bBbATAPMA
PEACE IS THE BEAUTY OF BULGARIA

Yosexwm, xoimo sveencda xpuxema xamo cnopm 6 beazapus, Cand-yp
Pexman, e na 40 u e poden 6 Ilaxucmarn, Ke0emo 3a8spussa eaexmpounice-
nepemso. Ipucmuza 6 Boazapus npes 1994 2. Ceza e cobemesenux na naxuc-
marckus pecmoparm Punjabi Food u om speme na speme ce sanumasa c ax-
movopcmso. [Ipodsaycasa 0a ce 3anumasa c kpuxem Kamo mpenvop na deya u
BB3PACINHIYL C YBPENOAHUL.

Veewgan an cu cneyuanno omuomenne, 3auomo cu wyycderney?

A3 CBM ITO3UTHBEH YOBEK, 3aTOBA U AQ € UMAAO HETATUBHH HEIA, HE
cbM uM 0bpbiias BuumMaHue. [ToBedero Hema B Bparapus ca nosurnsHu.
oM xuBest Bede 20 TOAUHH TYK, 6€3 A2 IMaM POAHMHU HAH [TAKHCTAHCKA
OOIIHOCT 32 TOAKpETIa, 3HAYH CHM BHASIA IIOBEYE XyHaBo.

Hwa au nsxaxsea munusno Opazapcka epma?

B BpArapus My xapecBa TOBa, 4¢ OTHOLICHHATA MEKAY XOPATa ca TOIAH.
U aa umar npobaem, csiaar Ha Maca, 3abaBasiBar ce, kassar: "Abe e ce
OIIPaBUM, OLICACAH CME OT CAH KaKBO CH, M OT ToBa e oneaceM.” Ho nmows-
KOT'a TOYHO TOBA HE MU XapecBa — ako HMa PobAEM, He IO pellaBaMe, aMu
ro BaauuM: 'A6e 1mie ctaHe oT camo cebe cu.”

Huam au npusmenn 6sa2apu?

Aa. TToBeuero mu npusitean ca Gbarapu.

TIpasuysam au bsrzapcxu npasuuyu?

Benuku. Haii-muoro xapecBam uMeHHUTE AHH. AaBaT TH IOBOA A2 CEA-
HEIL, A2 IIOKAHHII TOCTH, A2 OTHACII Ha rOCTH. MHOTO Xy6aBa TpasuLus.

Monceus au da onumens beazapus c mpu dymu?

Ile moBropst Aymure Ha OMBIIMS MaKUCTAaHCKH npeMuep DeHasup
bxyTo: "Brarapust e paii Ha semsra." Kpacupa crpana, xy6asu xopa, B 1ieH-
Thpa Ha CTOAHLIATA CC HAMUPAT CHHATOTA, AXKaMHs M L/bpKBH. ToBa ¢ xpa-
corara Ha BbArapust — 4e uMa Mup, e HUKOH He npedn Ha Apyrust. [oBopsi
32 06HKHOBEHHTE XOPa, KaTo HapoA. Apyroto e npupoaara — focroa e Aaa
Ha Bbarapus xybaBa npupoaa u ce ApasHsi, KaTo BUASI KaK s 3aMbpCsIBAME.
Karo nsrysam B Poponute, MOHsIKOra CIEpaM KOAATa, TACAAM M CH Kas-
BaM: "ETo0 Taka me GpAe, aK0 HAKOra OTHAA B past.”

Twanupams au da ocmareus 8 boazapus?

IToaoBunata My >xuBOT MuHA TyK. CUI'ypPHO M OCTaHaAaTa 9acT IIE MUHE
TYK.
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The man who introduced cricket to Bulgaria, Saif-ur Rehman, is 40 and was
born in Pakistan, where he graduated electrical engineering. He arrived in
Bulgaria in 1994. He is now the owner of the Punjabi Food Pakistani restau-
rant and from time to time acts, but is still involved in cricket as a coach for
disabled children and adults.

Have you felt special treatment because you are a foreigner?

I am a positive person so if there was anything negative, I wouldn't have
paid attention. Most things in Bulgaria are positive. If I have stayed here
for 20 years, without relatives or a Pakistani community to fall back on,
then I have experienced more good things.

Is there a typically Bulgarian trait in the national character?

Ilike the warmth in the Bulgarians and their relationships. When there is
aproblem, people sitat the table and have fun: "Well, will make it through,
we have survived so many things, we will survive this one as well." But I
sometimes dislike that same attitude, as people tend to procrastinate the
solution of a problem: "It will solve itself, somehow."

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Yes. Most of my friends are Bulgarians.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

All of them, but I most like the name days. They give you a reason to sitat
the table, to invite guests, to visit a friend. Very nice tradition.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

I will repeat the words of the former Pakistani Prime Minister, Benazir
Bhutto: "Bulgaria is heaven on earth.” Beautiful country, good people, in
the capital's centre there are a synagogue, a mosque and churches. This is
the beauty of Bulgaria — the peace, that no one bothers the other. I am talk-
ingabout ordinary people. The rest is the nature — God has given Bulgaria
beautiful nature and I am irritated sometimes when I see how we pollute it.
When I travel around the Rhodope, sometimes I stop the car, look around
and say: "If T ever go to heaven, it will look like that."

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Half of my life has passed here. It will be probably the same with what

remains of it.



Cand-yp Pexman, [Takucran o Saif-ur Rehman, Pakistan



BbATAPUTE CATIOAOBHM HA CUPMMLIMTE
BULGARIANS ARE SIMILAR TO SYRIANS

Cemesicmsomo na Amep Tapex Amacu, na 53, cneyuasucm no 6pesxu ¢
obugecmeernocmma, w Hupax as batipymu, na 33, ¢ om Aamack, Cupus.
Ipucmuzam 6 Boazapus 6 kpas na 2014 2., c1ed kamo dozosopem na Amep
¢ komnanus 6 Aybaii usmuua, a 8pBUAHEINO 8 POOUHAMA UM NPU BOTL-
Ha e nemuciumo. Kandudamcemsam sa ybewcumwse u ycusesm 8 razepa na
Asprcasnama azenyus 3a bexncarnyume 8 Osua xynea.

Conocksarn au cme ce C6C CHEYUAAHO OMHOULEHUE, 3AU4OIN0 CINE
wypcdenyu?

Awmep: Bunaru ca ce otHacsian MHOTO AOGpe ¢ Hac. Bbarapure ca o06pu
X0pa, AeliaTa HU y4ar B 66-0 yuuauie. I ToHskora B aBrobyca XCHH CTaBar,
33 AQ HAIIPABAT MACTO 32 ACLJaTd MH.

Empax: [Torskora xopara ce y4yABaT, KOTaTO M€ BUAST 3a IIBPBH ITBT.
3a1[0TO USTACKAAM PAAHTHO.

Moyceme an da nocounme munuuno 6ea2apcka 4epma wa xapaxmepa?

Amep: Brarapckoro o6miecTBo € GAHSKO AO CHPHIICKOTO, HE MHCASL, 4e
MOra A2 OTKPOs HEIO THIUYHO ObArapcko. OTHOIIECHHETO KbM HyXKAC-
HILMTE € MHOTO AOGPO, HUKOH He KasBa: T cH 4y>XACHEL|, HSIMA AA IM OT
XpaHaTa TH."

C xaxso 6u usnenada boacapus?

Amep: C roassmara npuanka csc Cupus, ¢ xuora Hu TaM. [Ipupoaara,
XpaHaTa, 3CACHUYI[UTE CH IPHAMYAT. AOPH CTPAAUTE H TPAAOYCTPOHCTBO-
TO ca OAUBKH.

Suaeme au 3a naxaxsu 0va2apcxu npasHuyu?

Amep: Aerjara cu caoxkuxa maprernnu. Ho Bee orre He cMe HaBAesAn B
KYATypaTa.

Onueme Beazapus c mpu dymu.

Empak: Xy6asa crpana. Ao6pu, MUPOAIOGHBHU XOpa.

Kaxeso cnoped sac o3navasa da cu beazapun?

Amep: B Ay6aii ce sanosHax ¢ Xopa OT LisiA CBSIT, BKAIOYUTEAHO ¢ ObATa-
pu. 3a pasamKa oT 3arrapAHOEBpoIeHUTE GbATAPUTE HE CA BUCOKOMEPHH B
COLIMAAHHTE CH KOHTAKTH, II0-ACCHO € Aa ce pasbepa ¢ TX.

ITwanupame au da ocmaneme 6 beazapus?

Amep: Bux nckaa. bparapckust Hapoa ¢ MHOTO 6AMSBK AO HAlMs U
AGCHO MOJXEM Ad CE AAATTHPAME, OCBEH TOBA CTAHAAPTHT HA KHMBOT HE €
TOAKOBA BUCOK  AOPH CTAPTHPAHETO Ha GM3HeC 61 CTAaHAAO TYK I10-ACCHO,
orkoakoTo B JamapHa Esporma.
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The family of Amer Tarek Atassi, 53, PR specialist, and Eshrak Al Bairuti,
33, is from Damask, Syria. They arrived in Bulgaria in the end of 2014, after
Amer's contract with a company in Dubai expired and returning to a war
zone was unthinkable. They are applying for asylum and live at the Ovcha
Kupel Sofia camp of the State Agency for Refugees.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are foreigners?

Amer: They have always been very good to us. The Bulgarians are good
people, our children study at the 66th school. Sometimes in the bus ladies
give their seats to my boys.

Eshrak: Sometimes people are taken aback when they see me because I
look different.

Can you single out a typical Bulgarian chavacter trait?

Amer: Bulgarian society is close to the Syrian, I don't think I can point
to something typically Bulgarian. The treatment of foreigners is very good,
no one says: "You are a foreigner, I won't eat your food."

Has Bulgaria surprised you?

Amer: With the similarity to Syria and our live there. The nature, the
food, the vegetables are similar. Even the buildings and urban planning
are close.

Do you know of any Bulgarian holidays?

Amer: The kids put on Martenitsa. But we are still not much into the
culture.

Describe Bulgaria in three words?

Eshrak: Nice country. Good, peaceful people.

What does it take to be Bulgarian?

Amer: In Dubai, I met pcoplc from all over the world, including
Bulgarians. Unlike the West Europeans, the Bulgarians are not so haughty
in their social contacts, it is easier to communicate with them.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Amer: I would like to. The Bulgarian people is close to the Syrian people
and we can easy adapt here. Besides, the standard of living is not that high
and even the start-up of a business here would be easier than in Western
Europe.



NHPHABHA ATEHUKA
JA BEXAHLMTE

PH MHHWCTEPCKH CbBET

HMmpax aa Basipytu u Amep Aracu, Cupus o Eshrak Al Bairuti and Amer Atassi, Syria



HUTO PYCHAK, HNTO bbATAPUH
NEITHER RUSSIAN, NOR BULGARIAN

Poden 6 Mocksa, Amumpuii A200un npucmuza 6 boazapus npes 1997 e.
3asspmsa anumaynouna pexcucypa 6 HATOH3, 6 momenma 35-200ummn-
2 XYOONCHUK PUCYBA, BAHUMABA (€ C AHUMAYUS U MY3UKA.

COuBCcrBas ALk CUh CE CBC CREYUANHO OIRHOULEHIUE, 3AU40TNO (1t Lyrcoerey?

OTpuLaTeAHO — MHOTO PSIAKO, ObATAPHTE CA TOIIbA M TOCTONIPHEMEH Ha-
poa. Moxe Aa e Taka, samoTo cbM pycHak. CrioaeasiMe AocTa o6 dep-
TH — ¥ AOOPH, ¥ AOILIH.

Hma au munuuna beazapcka epma?

MHoro xopa TYK ca KHCEAH, BUHATH HAMHPAT NPHIMHHM Ad MPBHKAT
M Ad CA HEAOBOAHH HE3aBHCHMO AAAM CA B CTPAHATA CH MAHM M3BBH Hesl.
ITpocToTusita, HO He 3HAM AOKOAKO € HAITMOHAAHA YEPTA — IT0-CKOPO € pe-
3YATAT OT ABP)KABHO YIIPABACHHE H AMIICA Ha 0bpasoBanue. Kato moaoxu-
TeAHA YepTa — O'bATAPHUTE Ca TOIAH U BECEAH XOPA, TOACMH KYITOHAXKHU.

C xaxso me usrnenada ycusomem 6 beszapus?

He 3HaM AOKOAKO € M3HEHAAd, NO-CKOPO MH HAIIPABH BIICYATACHHE,
4e PUTBMBT Ha JKMBOTA € IIO-CIIOKOCH B CpaBHeHMe ¢ Pycus u Apyru
ABPIKABHL.

TIpasuysams au Osa2apcxu npasnuyu?

IpasnyBam ¢ 6bArapCKUTE MU IPHATEAU U CEMEICTBOTO, AOKOAKOTO €
Tpaauius. Maca, caaara, paxus, siaeHe Ha kopeM. Karto 15140, Bce Mu e Tast
34 IIPasHUIUTE, AKO HE CA AMYHH.

Onumn beazapus c mpu dymu.

Axo roBopuM 3a CTpaHaTa: MPUKA3HA, IIAOAOPOAHA, TAHHCTBEHA. AKO
FOBOPHM 32 AbP)KaBaTa: PABHOAYIIIHA, 3aCIIaA2, OObPKaHa.

Tanupam au da ocmareus 8 boazapus?

Aocra ABATO Beue CbM TYK, HE 3HAM AAAH A2 ocTaHa. CTpaHaTa i Xopara
ca OKEJT KaTO IISIA0, HO ABPXKABATA € AOCTA 3AC M MHOTO HEIIjA HE CE CAYYBAT
TaKa, KAKTO a3 OMX HCKaA AQ CE CAYUBaT.

Kaxso cnoped meb e da cu boazapun?

YoBek KaTo BCEKH APYT, ¢ BCHIKHUTE MY TOAOKHTECAHH CTPAHH, IIOPOLH
U HEAOCTATBLIH.

Dyscmeaus an ce Goazapun?

Beue He ce 4yBCTBaM HUTO PyCHAK, HUTO ObATAPHH.

Hexam au da cu boazapun?

CurypHo Beue CbM, OTAABHA HE C€ YyBCTBAM YYXKA TYK.
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Moscow-born 35-year-old artist Dmitry Yagodin arrived in Bulgaria in 1997. He
graduated animation directing in the National Academy for Theatre and Film
Avrts, in Sofia, and now draws and makes animations and music.

Have you experienced special treatment in Bulgaria because you are a

Sforeigner?

It has been rarcly negative, the Bulgarians are very warm and hospitablc
pcoplc. It could be, because I am Russian. We share many common traits —
both good and bad.

Is there a typical Bulgarian feature?

Many people here are sour, they always find reasons to grumble and be dis-
satisfied, no matter if thcy are in their country or not. The Prastoliya, the mix
between ignorance and vulgarity, but I am not sure if it is a national trait. It’s
more probably the result of bad government and lack of education. On the
positive side, the Bulgarians are warm and joyous people, they love to party.

How did life in Bulgaria surprise you?

It is not exactly a surprise, but an impression: life here is calmer than in
Russia and other countries.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian feasts?

I do, as far as the traditions go, with my Bulgarian friends and my family:
sitting at a table, overeating salad and overdrinking Rakiya. Generally, I
don’t care about holidays unless they are personal.

Describe Bulgaria in three words.

If we talk about the country: fairy—talc, fertile, mysterious. If we talk
about the state: indifferent, sleepy, confused.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

I have been here for quite along time, I don’t know whether I should stay.
The country and the people are generally okay, but the state is in bad shape
and many things don’t go the way I would like them to.

What in your opinion is to be a Bulgarian?

A human being like everyone else, with some strong points, vices, and
shortcomings.

Do you feel Bulgarian?

I don’t feel either Russian, or Bulgarian.

Do you want to be Bulgarian?

I am probably already a Bulgarian, I don’t feel a stranger here.
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BbATAPUTE CA MHAVBHMAYAANCTU
BULGARIANS ARE INDIVIDUALISTS

Mysurxanm u 3a8spusns MapKemunz u mep208cKo YyRPaACHILE 8 POOUHAIMA Ct

Maan, Bamba Moxamed damun, na 28, npucmuza 8 boazapus npes 2012 2.

Kandudamemsa 3a bencancku cmamym, pabomis 8 K04 YeHIMBD 8 204IMA

MENCOYHAPOIHA KOMNAHUS U USHACS. PAT KOHYEPTU 8 CIRoAwsH KAYDOo8e.
3auyo usbpa beazapus?

Tosa e apprkasa or EC u Mucaex, e B Hest Mora A2 6baa B 6e3011acHOCT.
Torasa He 3HaeX HHILO APYTO.

3aben36a4 a1t cit CHEYUANHO OMHOMENIE, 3AU4OMO (1t LyHcderey?

Koraro 1oBek xuBee B 4yxaa cTpaHa, TpsibBa Aa ce uHTerpupa. Aa 6bac
A0ODbp npumep. BsipHo, moHsikora Moke Aa MOMAaAHEN HA ITOCPEACTBEHH
xopa. Ho koraro ce uurerpupain oo6pe, mosxen oa usbersent npobaemure.
AW4HO a3 He CbM yCellaA Pa3AMYHO OTHOLICHHE, 3aLIOTO ChM Yy>KACHELL.

3abens3san au cu nIKaxsa munuina Geazapcka epma?

Esponeiickute obmecTBa Bbo01IIEe Ca HACTPOCHU MHOTO HHAUBHAYAAHC-
TiaHo. Xopara ca MHAUBHAYaAHCTH. AOKATO TaM, OTKBACTO HABAM, XOpa-
Ta Ca [10-OTBOPEHU CAUH KM ADYT.

Hsnenada au me Beazapus, xozamo npucmuzna?

Mma MHOTO BB3pacTHU x0pa. ToBa Me nsHenapa Maako. M anmncara Ha
YPEACHOCT B Aarepa 3a GexxaHIn.

Huams au berzapcku npusmenn?

Aa, My3nKaTa MU TOMOTHa A TH HAMEPSL.

Kaxsu necun usnsanssam myx?

Camo cobcreHn. BebHOCT 3apaan ToBa MH ce HAAOXKH Ad HaIlyCHA
Maau. Bsix anpskeii, mmyckax o papAHoOTO PEBOAILIMOHHA MY3UKa, MMaX
IIeCeH NPOTUB CTaTyKBOTO. DbArapckara myOAHMKa Me XapecBa, TOASIMO
YAOBOACTBHE €.

TIpaswysam au Haxaxsu 0si2apcku npasHuyu?

Aa, Baba Mapra. Hsikoit Mu Kasa, 4e TOBa € HELIO TUITMYHO G'BATapCKO,
obsicHuxa MU KakBo o3HauaBa. Hamupam ro sa unrepecro. Xapecsam Kya-
TypaTa ¥ BCHYKO, KOETO € KYATYpPa, M€ [IPUBAHYA.

Cmsmans au da ocmareus 8 boazapus?

B BbArapust oTKpuX, Ue KOTaTo XHBEEM B AbPXKaBa, B KOSITO HMa CUIyp-
HOCT, MO>KEM A2 IIOCTUTHeM MeyuTuTe cH. He e sappaxureaHo AbpikaBara
A4 € MKOHOMHYECKU CHAHA, BAXKHOTO € Ad CH OTBOPEH AYXOBHO, A2 HMAIII
BOASI A2 OCBIeCTBHII MeuTHTe cH. M ¢ Mup 1 ¢ A06pa HHTerpaius Moxew
Aa ycrieent.
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A mausician and a graduate of marketing and sales management in his native
Mali, the 28-year-old Bamba Mohamed Lamine arrived in Bulgaria in 2012.
He has applied for a refugee status, works in a call centre for a major interna-
tional company and does rap gigs at Sofia clubs.

Why did you choose Bulgaria?

I decided that I would feel more secure in an EU country. I didn’t know
anything about Bulgaria at the time.

Have you noticed any special treatment in Bulgaria because you are a
Sforeigner?

When you live in a foreign country, you need to integrate well. To be a
good example. True, sometimes you might stumble upon mediocre peo-
ple. But when you are well integrated, you can avoid problems. I personally
haven’t experienced special treatment, because I am a foreigner.

Have you noticed some special Bulgarian trait of the character?

European socicties as a whole are more individualistic. People are
individualists. Where I am coming from people are more open to one
another.

Did Bulgaria surprise you?

There are many elderly people. That surprised me a bit. And the lack of
organisation in the refugee camp.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Yes, music helped me to find them.

What sort of music do you perform here?

Only the one I have written. Actually, I had to escape Mali because I
used to be a DJ and played revolutionary music on the radio, I wrote a
song critical of the status quo there. The Bulgarian public likes me, it is
a pleasure.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian feasts?

Yes, Baba Marta. Someone told me that this is something typically
Bulgarian and explained to me what the rite means. I find it interesting. I
like culture and all things related to it attract me.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

In Bulgaria I discovered that when we live in a safe country, we can
achieve our dreams. It is not important that the country is economically
strong, what is important is to have the will to fulfil your dreams. With
peace and good integration, you can succeed.



Bam6a Moxamea Aamun, Maau ¢ Bamba Mohamed Lamine, Mali



[TO-CEMEMHO OPUEHTHWPAHU
MORE FAMILY ORIENTED

Bpumanxama 3o0yu Xoaudeis e na 30 200unn, 3asspmuia e $uiocodus u
meonozus 1 € pabomusd 8 00AACIINA HA 3CACHAMNA CHEP2US NPedus 0a NpUc-
muene 6 Copus npes 2014 2., 3a da 3anouwe paboma 6 Esponeiicxama dobpo-
BONHECKA CAYHCOA 1 858 POHOAYUS 30 CAMOTNHIL MALKIL.

Yeewgana au cu cneyuaino omnomenue, 3auomo cu wyndenxa?

DpArapurte ca MHOIO 3aMHTEPECyBaHH OT (aKTa, 4e CH Uy>KACHCIL
ITonsikora, AOKaTO CH Ceasl B HAKOE KadeHe, HABAT HEITO3HATU Ad CH I10-
roBopuM. 3a IJACTHE TYK CPEIHAX MHOTO OBATAPCKU IPHUSTEAH, KOUTO
Me KaHsT Ha TOCTH, ChbKBAPTHPAHTKATa MU AOpH Me rokanu 3a Koaeaa Ha
CeAO, IIPU CeMEHCTBOTO M. Belite 4yAecHO 1 MHOTO CHELIHAAHO AQ HAAHHK-
HEIII [I0A IIOBbPXHOCTTA Ha Bharapus.

Cbuscxsara au cu ce coc cexcusom myx?

He mucas. Ho xoraro kapam koaeao, yecto Mu Kassat "Kapamr p06pe 3a
»keHa', a a3 otBpbiaM: "He, a3 mpocto kapam o06pe — 1 Touka."

Tlosexe 6pazapu uau wyyscdenyu ca npusmesume mu?

IToseuero mu npusitean ca Gbarapu. ToBa MU IOMOTHA A2 BUASI HCTHH-
ckata bpATapysi, OTBbA 3aTBOPEHUS KP'BI HA CKCIIATHUTE.

Mosscews au da nasoseus newgo, koemo e cneyuduuno 6ea2apcxo?

B cpaBHenue ¢ GpuTaHLuTe GbATAPHUTE €A MOBEYC OPHCHTUPAHH KbM
CEMEIICTBOTO, Te Ce TPHKAT 32 6amn3KkuTe ci. JyBCTBOTO € MHOTO IIO-TIPH-
ATHO, BPB3KATa MEXKAY XOpaTa ¢ I0o-CHAHA. bpATapuTe ca MHOTO ropAH ¢
TPAAMLIMUTE CU M TE3U TPAAULIMHU U 0OMYaH, KaTO pasMsIHATA HAa MAPTCHHU-
1IM, Ca 5KMBU ¥ NPOLIbTSBAT.

Tpasuysam au bsacapcku npasnuyu?

I'To Koaeaa, B 0HOBa ceA0, TOMArax Aa 3aKOAST IpaceTo. PasHacsix kbco-
Be Meco. Bere Muoro xy6aBo, kaunx ner kuaa 3a Tpu AHu. 32 baba Mapra
OpraHU3UpaxMe MHOTO Xy6aBo GsiraHe 3a GexKaHCKHS IPOCKT.

TTwanupams au da ocmareus 8 boazapus 3a no-deazo?

He suam. ITpoexTsT MU IpUKAIOYBA [IPe3 IOHH, HO HIMAM HHILO IPOTUB
A4 OCTaHa TyK. YcelljaM, 4e MMa Ollje MHOTO A2 BUAS U A4 HAIIPaBsi, U UMa
OlLe MHOTO HOBH XOPa, KOUTO Ad CPEIIIHA.
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Zoé Holliday is a 30-year-old Briton, has a degree in philosophy and
theology, and worked in green energy before moving to Sofia, in 2014, to
get involved in the European Voluntary Service and a foundation for single
mothers.

Have you experienced any special treatment because you are a foreigner?

Bulgarians are very interested in the fact that you are a foreigner.
Sometimes, when I am sitting in a café, people would just come and start
a conversation with me. I am very lucky that I've met a lot of Bulgarian
friends who have invited me 74 gosti, or at their homes. I went to my flat-
mate's house in a village for Christmas. It was very nice, it was special for
me to see what is beyond the surface in Bulgaria.

Have you fxpfrz'emed Sexism in Bu[gﬂrm?

I don't think so. But when I go cycling, people often say "You're good
at cycling for a woman," and I say, "No, I'm just good at cycling, full
stop.”

Do you have more local or foreign friends in Bulgaria?

I have definitely more Bulgarian friends. This helped me to see more of
the real Bulgaria, outside the bubble of the expat community.

Can you name anything which you consider specific for Bulgarians?

Compared to the UK, Bulgarians are more family oriented, they look
after their families. It feels a lot better, there is a much closer connection.
Bulgarians are also very proud of traditions and these traditions and cus-
toms, like exchanging Martenitsa, are still alive and thriving.

Do you celebrate any Bulgarian feasts?

For Christmas, in that village, I helped with the pig slaughtering. I car-
ried chunks of meat. It was very nice, I gained five kilograms in three days.
For Baba Marta, we did a very nice run for the refugee project.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria for a longer period?

I don't know. My project ends in June, but I wouldn't mind staying lon-
ger here. I feel there is much more to see and do, and many new people to
meet.



3oyu Xoauaeit, Beanxobpuranust o Zoé Holliday, the UK



YYHIKM AIOTH KATO MEKCHMKAHCKHUTE
CHILLIES HOT AS MEXICAN

Podenusm 8 Mexcuxo Cumu Kapaoc Apesro e nuap. Ipucmuza 6 Beazapus
npes 2009 2., cied Kamo npu nPedUHo NOCCULEHUE XAPECBA CPAHAMA, XO-
pama u paxusma. B beazapus pabomu kamo opanuamop na csbumus 3a
excnam opeanusayusma InterNations.

COuserBan A it e Coc CREYUANHO OIMHOULEHIE TRYK, 3AUOTNO Ci LyHcderey?

Bcuuku Tyk ca ToaKkoBa Apyskea06HH. MHOTO 6bATapH rOBOPSIT HCIIAH-
CKH U KOTaTO HAay4aT, 4¢ CbM MEKCHKaHell, 3ano4sar: "Oo0o, MekcukaHel!
Texunaa! Eit, amuro!" Brarapus ¢ Maaka u xy6asa cTpaHa, MHOTO CUTIypHa.
Cera 51 ¢ BTOPHAT MU AOM.

Mosycews au da nasoseus cneyuduuna 0sa2apcxa wepma na xapaxmepa?

Bbarapure ca moa06Hu Ha AatuHOCHTe. OGHYAT CTpaHATA CH, KCHUTE ca
MHOTO YMHH, MBXeTe ca MHOTo Ma1o. Chlijo KaTo Hac.

C xaxso me usnenada boazapus?

ITepBo ¢ xopara. M nocae — crpanara. ToakoBa ¢ Xy6aBa, ¢ IAQaHHHHTE
u Yepro mope! M xpanara Bu e MHOTO Xy6aBa, MMate sICTHsI, HOAOOHH Ha
MekcukaHckuTe. Kato MumMamst, KoiTo € mopo6eH Ha HalMTe XyeBOC
aaa MekcukaHa. I 6bATapcKUTE AIOTH YYLIKM €A AIOTH HOYTH KOAKOTO
MEKCHKAaHCKHTE. TyK HPUTOTBSM CBOsITA COOCTBEHA CaACA TIO0 MEKCHKAH-
CKH U ryakamoae. M cpM mactans.

Hmaw 1y erzapcku npusmein?

Muoro.

Tlpasuysam au bsacapcku npasnuyu?

Aa, pasbupa ce. O6uaam baba Mapra. MHOrO 1iBeTeH nIpasHuK.

Onumu bezapus c mpu dymu?

Kpacusa, apyskearobna crpana. Mosita secunda casa.

TLianupaus au da ocmarems 3a no-0s4202

Aa, TyK cbM MHOTO IJaCTAUB.

Dyscmeam au ce wacm om beazapus?

Aa. Hanpumep, xoraro usaesere Bedep, AOPH B ABA-TPH Haca CACA I1O-
AYHOLILl M2 OTBOPEHH MECTA M XOpa, KOUTO ce 3abaBasBar. B Mekcuxko e
CBILOTO — HsMA 3HAYCHHE KOAKO € YACHT, BUHATH MMa XOPa, KOHTO CE Paj-
BaT Ha kuBoTa. B Mekcrko cpito HMaMe Kpu3a, HO HAMHPaMe HAdHH Aa e
3abaBasBame. Aa ce papBame HaxuBora. [l]acTans cbM 3apasu ToBa.
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Born in Mexico City, Carlos Arellano is a publicist and arrived in Bulgaria
in 2009, having liked the country, the people and the Rakiya during a
previous visit. In Bulgaria, he organises events for the InterNations expat
organisation.

Have you felt special treatment here because you are a foreigner?

All people here are so friendly, many of them speak Spanish, and when
they learn that I am from Mexico, they go: "Ooo, Mexicano! Tequila! Hey,
amigo!". And Bulgaria is a small and nice country, very safe. Now Bulgaria
is my second home.

Can you distinguish a particular trait in the Bulgarian national
character?

Bulgarians are so much like Latinos. They like their country, the women
are very clever, the men are very macho. The same like us.

Did Bulgaria surprise you?

First, the people. And then, the country. It’s so beautiful, with the moun-
tainsand the Black Sea. And you have very good food, with dishes similar to
those in Mexico. Like Mish-mash, it’s similar to our Houevos a la Mexicana.
And the Bulgarian chillies are almost as hot as the Mexican ones. Here, I
prepare my own salsa Mexicana and my own guacamole. I am happy.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Many.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

Yes, of course. I love Baba Marta. It’s very colourful.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

Beautiful. Friendly country. My secunda casa.

Do you plan to stay for longer?

Yes, I am very happy here.

Do you feel a part of Bulgaria?

Yes. For example, when you go by night even at two or three o'’clock past
midnight there are open bars, and people are having fun. In Mexico, it is
the same — time doesn’t matter, you can find people enjoying themselves
anytime. In Mexico, we also have a crisis, but we find a way to enjoy our-
selves. To enjoy life.  am very happy about this.



Kapaoc Apesino, Mekcuxo o Carlos Arellano, Mexico



bbATAPUA EITbAHA C KOHTPACTH
BULGARIA IS FULL OF CONTRASTS

Beneusixama Lyen Cxymepc, na 32, udéa 6 boazapus npedu wemupu 200un,
3a140mo ucka 0a Kombunupa nemysare u 1084 paboma. Hamupa paboma s
KOA YeHmsp u 0oa2apcxu conpyz u ceza ¢ 8 mauuncmso. buaa e dobposoey,
3a opeanusayun xamo 3a Semsma u Animal Rescue Sofia.

COnBCKBaNA AL C1L CE CBC CREYUANHO OMHOULEHIE, 3AUFOMO CUb LYHCOCHKAT?

AKO IUTaM HSKOMH Ha 40-50 TOAMHU AAAU TOBOPH aHTAMICKH U TOH He
rOBOPH, BHE3AITHO 3aII0YBA AA CE IpaBH, Ye He chuiecTByBaM. OT Apyra
CTpaHa, XOpaTa KaTo IIPABHAO MHOTO ITOMATaT, AOPU Ad HE TOBOPHM €3H-
LIUTE CH.

Céuscxsana au cu ce coc cexcusom myx?

He mucas.

Hna au newjo munuuno 6sazapcxo?

Bcenuxo Mosxe aa ce ypean. Mima npasuaa, Ho Hsikak He BaxaT. B Havaso-
TO TOBa HE MU XapecBallie, Ho sabeasisax, ue ce npomensimM. Hanpumep sede
He MOTa Aa KapaM KOACAO B Bearnsi — crpax Me e, 4e Ije Me IIpErassir.

Kax me usnenada boazapus?

I'ToMHs KaK MHHAX OT ACTHILIETO € KoAa rpes " Apysk6a” ¢ BCHIKHTE coLy-
aaucruiecku 6aokose u npucrurnax B busuec I[Tapk Codus. Berue roasm
KOHTPACT M MHCASL, Y€ TOBA CBIO € THIINYHO 3a bparapust. Toakosa MHOTO
KOHTPACTH, HA TOAKOBA MHOTO HHBa!

Huaus an npusmenu 6s12apu?

Koraro mpuctursax, ce cMecHx ¢ X0para, 3aI[OTO KOTaTo MHIPHpAL,
Tpsi6Ba A2 OIO3HACII CTPaHATa U A2 ce nuHTerprpat Cera cbM MaAKO yMO-
PCEHA U MMaM IPUATEAH TYXKACHIIH.

Lpasmysam au Gereapcxu npasuuyu?

BbaHM Bedep MU € AI06HM. 3a110TO CbM BereTapHaHKa.

TTwanupams au da ocmaneus 8 boazapus?

ITaanupame aa ce BbpHeM B Bearnst sapaan sapaBeonassaneTo, o6pa-
30BaHMeETO, coumasHara cuctema. llle cu maBame Ty 3a BakaHuus, Aa ce
nopassame Ha npupoaara. [To-A06pe e Aa >KuBeel Ha MO-yPEACHO MSCTO
H Ad CH Kapalll BAKAHIJUATA TYK.

Kaxso cnoped meb e da cu boazapun?

DbAraprTe HOCST FOASM TOBAp OT OCMAHCKATA BAACT, OT COL[MAAU3MA U
TOH € OlLIE YACT OT KYATYPATa: He CE OCMEASBAT AA TOBOPSIT, Ad IIPABST HOBH
sema. He Bspsar, ue morar aa mpomensr Hemo. Ho uma u xopa, xouro
ACVICTBAT, KOUTO HCKAT AQ AOHECAT IPOMSIHA.
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The 32-year-old Belgian Gwen Schoeters came to Bulgaria four year ago,
because she wanted to combine travelling and a new job. She got work at a
call centre and a Bulgarian husband, and is now on a maternity leave. She
has volunteered for organisations like For the Earth and Animal Rescue
Sofia.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

If T ask a person in his 40s and sos if he speaks English, and they don't,
they suddenly start pretending that I am not there. On the positive side,
people are very helpful, even if they don't understand you.

Have you experienced sexism here?

I don't think so.

Is there anything typically Bulgarian?

Everything can be arranged. There is law, but often it is not relevant. First
I didn'tlike it, but now I am changing. For example, I can no longer bike in
Belgium because I'm scared that someone will run over me.

How did Bulgaria surprise you?

I remember the drive from the airport, going through Druzhba with all
the Socialist blocks and then arriving at the Sofia Business Park. It was
quite a contrast, and I think that's also typical for Bulgaria. There are so
many contrasts here, on so many levels.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

When I arrived, I mingled with people because when you migrate you
should get to know the country and integrate. Now, I'm kind of tired and
am having foreign friends.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

My favourite one is Christmas Eve. Because the meal is meatless and I am
avegetarian.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

We are planing to move to Belgium because of healthcare, education and
the social system. We will come here on holiday, to enjoy nature. It's better
to live in a more organised place, and to have just a holiday here.

What is to be a Bulgarian?

The Bulgarians carry a bigburden from the Ottomans and from Socialism,
and it is still in the culture. They don't dare to speak up, to do something
innovative. They don't believe they can change anything. But then again,
there are people who do things, who want to change things.



I'yen Cxyrepc, Bearuss o Gwen Schoeters, Belgium



3ABEAOXA ABIIEPA MU HA LIVPK
MY DAUGHTER WAS TAKEN TO THE CIRCUS

Baxdam Iledix Myc e na 43, xwpd om A Kaxmanuns, Cupus. Ipedu da na-
nycue podunama cu e bus semedencku pabomuux. B boazapus e om dsa mece-
Ya, KaHOUOATCINBA 34 DENAHCKIL CIRAIMYIN UIHCUBEE 8AA2EPA HA NBPINcABHAMA
azenyus 3a bexcanyume 8 O84a Kynea.

Sawyo npucmuzna 6 beseapus?

[Topaan BoiiHata, KosATO ce Boau B MoMenta B Cupus, U TOBa, 4e
HcasMcka AbpkaBa B MOMEHTA aTaKyBa OCHOBHO KIOPACKHTE IPaAOBe.
MowmuueHIaTa MU He MOKEXa AA CIIAT HOLLEM OT H3cTpeante. ToBa Me Ha-
Kapa A2 B3eMa BCHYKO U Aa Gsrame.

Clupcrean At cit ce CoC CHEYUANHO OTMHOULEHUE TRYK, SAUOMO Tt LyHcoeHey?

AOBOAEH CHM OT OTHOIIEHHETO Ha GBATAPUTE KAaTO HAPOA, KATO NPaBHU-
TeacTBo. M oT AreHusTa 1o 6exXaHIuTe CbM AOBOAEH.

Cpemgan an cu ce ¢ 0buxrosenn xopa? Ha yauyama?

He, He nosxasam nHukoro. Ho xopara Me mosapaBsiBaT, 3aroBapst Me.
OTHOILIEHNETO € MHOTO TOAOKHTEAHO.

Moxcews an da omxpouns HIKAKEA MUNUYHA 4EPMA 8 XAPAKMEPA HA
bvazapuna?

Tyk uMa ACMOKpalHs, IPaBaTa Ha YoBeKa ce crassar. He cbM xoaua B
3anasna Espomna, Ho cbrocTassiiku 6barapute ¢ xopara B Cupust, uma
MaAKO PasAHKH.

Bonzapus usnenadaan me?

Huwo He Hu nsnenaaa. [Ipucturnaxme B Bparapus, Ao06pe ce yerponx-
Me, KUBH M 3APABH CME, TOBA € Hail-BaXKHOTO. MaAKO HH € 1y’KAa KyXHSTa,
He cMe cBuKHaau. Ho U TyK MMa AIOHEpH M IIEYeHO MHAE, CAMO MAAKO ce
pasAMYaBaT OT HALIHTE.

Suaeus au 34 HIKAKBY 0BA2APCKU NPASHUYNT

Apeps Mmu MHOTO Xapeca [ ThpBy 1oHH, pasHuKa Ha aeteto. OT yauan-
I1l€ T B3EAH € aBTOOYC U T 3aBEAM HA LIUPK.

Monceus au da onumens Boazapus c mpu dymu?

Bbarapus e npusiTes Ha CAPHICKHS HApOA U € XybaBa cTpana. MHoro Mu
XapecBa BCHYKO, HAPOABT € MHOTO AOOBP H IIPUSITEH, OTHACAT ce Ao6pe ¢ Hac.

TTianupams au da ocmareus, Ko2amo nosysuis cmamym?

Tyx HsaMam HuKoro. Bux samunaa sa 3anaana Epora, kbaeTo yeaoBus-
Ta ca 10-A06pH.
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Bahdhat Sheikh Mus is 43, a Kurd from Al-Qabtaniyab, Syria. Before he left
his homeland, he was a farmer. He has been in Bulgaria for two montbs, has
applied for asylum and now stays at the State Agency for Refugees camp in
Ovcha Kupel, Sofia.

Why did you come to Bulgaria?

Because of the current war in Syria and the fact, that ISIS has been target-
ing mainly Kurdish cities. My little girls couldn't sleep at night from the
gunshots. This made me to pack up and run away.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

I am happy with the attitude of the Bulgarians people and government. I
am happy with the Refugee Agency, too.

Have you met ordinary people? In the street?

No, I don't know anyone. But when people see me, they greet me, try to
talk to me. Their attitude is positive.

Can you single out a specific trait in the Bulgarian national character?

Here you have democracy, human rights are respected. I haven't been to
Western Europe, but comparing the Bulgarians with the people of Syria,
there are but few differences.

Has Bulgaria surprised you?

Not at all. We arrived in Bulgaria, we settled, we are alive and well, this
is what's most important. The cuisine is a bit unusual, we are not used to
it. There are doner kebabs and grilled chicken here, but they are a bit dif-
ferent than ours.

Do you know about any Bulgarian holidays?

My daughter liked 1 June, Children's Day, a lot. They took them from
school in a bus and brought them to the circus.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

Bulgaria is a friend of the Syrian people and is a good country. I like ev-
erything, the people are good and nice, they treat us well.

Do you plan to stay if you receive refugee status?

I have no one here. I would leave for Western Europe where the condi-
tions are better.



Baxaar Ileiix Myc, Cupus o Bahdhat Sheikh Mus, Syria



PEBOAIOLIVA B MAHTAAUTETA
REVOLUTION IN MENTALITY

IIpedu dse 200unu u norvsuna Mapno Monmecopo Hanycka podnama cu
Ienya, kedemo uma Kagene u e npesudenmn Ha MecInHAMA ACOYUAYUS HA Pec-
mopanmuopume, u ce mecnis 8 beazapus, 3a da e 04u30 0o cuna cu. Ceea e na
S0 1 € COOCIMBEHUK, YNPABUMEL U 20MBAY 8 MAAKOTNO UINANUAHCKO OUCIRPO
Tlecmo” 8 yenmepa na Copus.

Hua au newgo, Koemo namupam 3a munusno 6s12apcxo?

MaHTaAUTETHT Ha GBATAPUTE € PASAHYCH OT TO3U HA HTaAMaHUUTE. TyK
KA4ECTBOTO HA HAYaAHUSI IPOCKT Ce U3MEPBA IIbPBO 110 MHBECTHLUATA U
nocae o upesara. Ho 3a MeH naesita e mo-saxHa ot napure. Maaxure cro-
N2HCKH KOOICPAaTHBU (HXa IIOMOTHAAH Ha GBATapPCKUTE MPEAIpUEMAUH,
3aLIOTO Te cBBp3BaT xopara. Ho oTnedarsksT oT KoMyHH3MA € OLe CHACH U
KoomepaTuBuTe He pabotsr TyK. Koaerure Mu ot pecropanTure u kadeHe-
TaTa HAOKOAO M€ MUCAAT 3a KOHKypeHT. Ho a3 He cbM KOHKYpEHT — a3 cbM
AATCPHATHBA, U 3aCAHO HUE MOXEM AQ USTPAAMM II0-3APaB masap. brarapure
ca A0GpH IIOOTAEAHO, HO He MOTarT Aa ce 0beannssar. [Ipes 2013 I. xoaux Ha
IPOTECTUTE M BCHYKM Me nuraxa 3amo. Ospsuiax: "3amoTo xuses TyK U
HCKaM A2 CbM YacT OT cTpaHara. Mckam Aa momorsa.”

Huaw au Oerzapcku npusmenn?

MMaM MHOTO IOSHATH, HO T€ HE €a IPUATCAH KAaTO OHE3H, KOUTO OCTa-
Bux B [enya. Ho a3 cbM 0TBOpeH 40Bek 1 BspBaM, 4e OAEKA-ACKA IIE CH
HaMepsi IPHATCAH U TYK.

Tlpasuysam au bvarzapcku npasnuyu?

I'lpes MapT mopapsiBax MapTCHULH HA 1y)XACCTPAHHUTE CU KAUCHTH U
UM 06sicHUX TpaauuusaTa. MHOro ce paaBaxa.

Monceus au da onumens beazapus c mpu dymu?

Bramoxuocru. Heobxopnmoct pa ce Mucan B epeniektusa. AoGpu skeHu.

Iianupam au da ocmaneus 6 boacapus?

Oume He 3HaM, HO 6uX OcTaHaA. 3a MCH XOpaTa B €AHA CTpaHa ca II0-
Ba)KHHM OT CTAHAAPTA Ha )XUBOT. BsipBam, e caea 10 roausu Boarapus mo-
e A ce € IIpoMeHnAa KbM 110-A06po. Ho Tpsi6Ba pesoatonnst B MaHTa-
Autera. B 6ucTpoTo nsnoassaMm MHOTO KadecTBEHN GbATAPCKU IPOAYKTH,
HO 3HAM, Y€ CTPaHATa MMa [I0-TOASIM [OTCHIHUAA. 3alo ObATapUTE He ce
IPHDKAT IOBEYE 32 3EMCACAUETO CH?
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Two-and-a-half years ago, Mario Montesoro left his native Genoa, where he
had a café and was the president of the local association of restaurant owners,
and moved to Bulgaria to be closer to his son. The so-year old is now the own-
er, manager and the chef of a small Italian bistro, Pesto, in Central Sofia.

Is there something you consider typical Bulgarian?

The mentality of Bulgarians is very different from Italy. Here, the qual-
ity of a start-up project is measured first by the cash investment and only
then for the idea. But for me the idea is more important than the initial
investment. Small business cooperatives would help Bulgarians as they
connect people. But because the Communist-era mentality is still strong,
cooperatives don't work here. My colleagues from the restaurants and ca-
fés around think of me as competition. But I am not competition — I am
an alternative, together we can create a stronger market. The Bulgarians
are all good as individuals but they cannot build something together. In
2013, [ went to the protests and everyone asked me why. I said, "Because I
live here and I want to get involved. I want to help the country.”

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

I know many people, but these are not the friends I have back in Genoa.
But I am open and I believe that _bavno-bavnol[ital], or slowly-slowly, I
can make friends here.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

In March, I gave my foreign clients the Martenitsa, and told them the
story about the tradition. They were very happy.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

Opportunity. Need to think in perspective. Good women.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

I don't know yet, but I would want to stay. For me, the people in a country
are more important than the living standards. I believe in 10 years Bulgaria
might change for the better. But it needs a revolution in mentality. In my
bistro, I use many good Bulgarian products, but I know the potential of the
country is bigger. Why don't Bulgarians care more about their farming?



Mapuo Monrecopo, Mraans « Mario Montesoro, Italy



[TOBEYE YCMUMBKIA?
MORE SMILES?

Hopa Ob6ando om Huxapazya e duniomupan ncuxonoz, 1o cied xamo npuc-
muza 8 beszapus npes 2008 2. coc conpyza cu 0sa2aput, 3an046a 0a npenoda-
sa ucnancxu esux 8 Hucmumym "Cepsanmec” 8 Copus.

3abensseana au cu CneyuaIno OMHOWERIE, 3A10MO (U 4YHCOCHKA?

Xopara ca ApyXeAI0OHH 1 c¢ BICIATASIBAT OT MOs OBATApCKH, MaKap 4e
owe rpasst rpetuky. KaksuTo HenpusitHOCTH CbM MMaAa, ca 6uan CBbp3a-
HH HE CXOPaTa, a ¢ ObArapckuTe YnHOBHULM. Besika roanna tpsibsa aa xops
B Aupexuus "Murpanus’ Ha MBP n tam xopara npocto He ca pusATHH.

Cpewgana au cu QUCKPUMUHALUSL KATNO HEHAT

He. Ho u TyK, KaKkTo u B APYTH ABDXKABH, CMATAT, Y€ XCHUTE HE €A AO-
6pu modropu. Van ue Hsxos pabora 3aABAKUTEAHO MBX TPsAOBa Ad 51
CBBpILH.

Monceus au 0a nocouums munuina beizapcka vepma?

TocronpuemctBoTo. X0para ca MHOTO OTBOPEHH, MHOTO AOGpE Me IpH-
€MAT U yBXKABAaT, 4€ TOBOPs OBATApPCKH.

Kax me usnenada beazapus?

C xpanara. Bawo6ux ce B mxem6e gopbara. Hue nmame Hemo nopo6Ho,
COIIa A€ MOHAOHTO, HO TO € C MHOTO 3€ACHYYLIM.

Huam au npusmenn 6sa2apu?

Mmam, HO HAMaM MHOTO GAMSKH IPUATEAH.

TIpasuysam au bsrzapcxu npaswuyu?

A3 ANYHO He NPa3HyBaM MHOTO, HO B bwarapust ce Hayunx. [Ipumepuro
Ba6a Mapra, [eprooBacH, korato cemeiicTBara ce CbOMpPAT U AT arHe, U
24 Maii, Haan pabors ¢ aena. Hukaparya e xaroandecka ¥ HA9HHBT, 110
KONMTO NpasHyBaMe PasHULIM KaTo BeankaeH, e MHOTO pasamdeH. Tyk Ha-
y4ux 3a 6OSIANCBAHETO Ha STALIA.

Onumu beazapus c mpu dymu.

Yucra. Toxna. bop6ena.

3ango mencna?

Mucas, 9e xopaTa MOXe Aa ce ycMuxBat nosede. imar Gesnensn Hema
TYyK, HO He ru ouensBar. | Ipu Hac, B Hukaparya, AppxaBara ¢ MHOTO 6¢aHa,
HO XOpara 3HasiT, 9¢ HUIO HE MOTAT A2 IIPOMCHIT, U TACAAT AQ CE PAABAT
Ha XHMBOTA.

Twanupams au da ocmareus 8 boazapus?

Aa.

Dyscmeams au ce vacm om beaeapus?

Onpeacaeno. He mocrosiano, 321010 MU € SCHO, 4e He cbM ObArapka.
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Nora Obando from Nicaragua is a psychology graduate but after she arrived
in Bulgaria with her Bulgarian husband in 2008, she has started teaching
Spanish in Sofia’s Instituto Cervantes.

Have you noticed special treatment because you are a foreigner?

Bulgarians are fricndly and are imprcsscd by my Bulgarian, although I
still make mistakes. Whatever bad experiences I've had have been linked
not with Bulgarians but with Bulgarian bureaucracy. Each year I have to
go to Migration Direction of the Interior Ministry and people there are
just not nice.

Have you been discriminated against as a woman?

No. But here, as in other countries, pcople believe that women do not
make good drivers. Or that certain jobs are for men only.

Can you single out a characteristic Bulgarian trait?

Hospitality. People are very open, they accept me and respect that I
speak Bulgarian.

Has Bulgaria surprised you?

With the food. I fell in love with tripe soup. We have somcthing similar,
Sopa de Mondongo, but it has lots of vegetables.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

I do, but I don't have many close friends.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

I personally don't celebrate a lot, but I have learnt to in Bulgaria. For
example Baba Marta, St George's Day when the families get together and
have lamb, and 24 May, the day of the Cyrilic alphabet, because I work
with children. Nicaragua is a Catholic state and the way we celebrate feasts
like Easter is different. Here I learnt about the egg colouring.

Describe Bulgaria in three words?

Clean. Sad. Resilient.

Why sad?

I think, that Bulgarians could smile more. Thcy have precious tliings and
they don't appreciate them. In Nicaragua, the country is very poor, but
people know that they cannot change anything and just enjoy life.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Yes, I do.

Do you feel a part of Bulgaria?

Definitely. But not all the time because it is clear to me that [ am nota
Bulgarian.



Hopa O6anao, Huxaparya ¢ Nora Obando, Nicaragua



HUITIO HE E KAKBOTO M3I'AEKAA
NOTHING IS WHAT I'T SEEMS

Kyprasucmem Auprx 6an Xapmen, na 43, samens Amcmepoam csc Copus
npes 2008 2., K02aM0 (MABA KOPECROKOCHN 34 DEALUIACKIL 1 XOAAHICKY MeduHt
sa boazapus, Pymsuus u Ispyns — u ne cowcarssa. Eona om naii-unme-
pecrume my cmamun onucea HekoakoonesHo nemysane ¢ osuapu ¢ Cmapa
naanuna, ksdemo cnaiu wa omxpumo. Ban Xapmen o6uya da weme Hosxos
8 opuzuna.

Clupcxsas A cit ce Coc CREYUANHO OMHOUEHUE, 3A140TNO (it LyoHcderey?

Mmam Xx0AQHACKA 3APaBHA 3aCTPAXOBKA, HO IIOHSAKOTa B GOAHHIIUTE Ac-
KapHTE HE HCKAT A2 CE 3aHHMABar ¢ GyMaIlHa M HE M€ KapaT A2 [AAIIAM.

Hwa au munuuna wepma 8 xapaxmepa na 0vizapuna?

Tyk HHIO He ¢ KAKBOTO U3raexkAa. I ToHsIKOra xopara ce Abp)KaT ApyKe-
A0GOHO, a cAeA TOBa TH UcKar ycayra. Hukora He ca otkpuru 3a ToBa.

Kax me usnenada boazapus 6 navaromo?

Koraro mpucrurHax sa mpsB IpT, 05X MHOLO IIPUSTHO H3HCHAAAH.
Kannax mocpea HOLI 1 AOKAaTO TAKCUTO ME OTKAPBAILE OT ACTHILETO, [IO-
rACAHAX HaBBH U CH IIOMHCAHX: HE 3HAM KaKBO € TOBa, HO MU xapecsa. 11
Ha CyTPHHTA ole MU xapecsaure. Ole He 3HaM KaKBO €, HO HEIIO TYK Me
[PUBAKYA U MOXKE OU Me 3aABbPKa TYK.

Hmams au beazapcku npusmenn?

Aa. CpewmaM ru KbAe AU He, KAKTO OH3H YOBEK, KOITO pabOTH Ha XKII Ta-
parta B TopHa OpsixoBuria. CripusiTeAUXMe ce, AOKAaTO ITOMAaraxme Ha eAHa
SIIOHKA A2 HAMEPH BAAKa 32 ThPHOBO — a3, FOBOPEL MAAKO 6ArapCKy, U
TOM, TOBOPEIL MAAKO aHTAHMCKH.

Tpasuysam au bvazapcxu npasnuyu?

Mpmoro xapecsam ba6a Mapra.

Cmsmans au da ocmareus 8 boazapus?

IpucturHax Tyk 6es Koil 3Hac KaKBU IIAQHOBE, 32 A2 IPOOBaM, A2 BHAS
Aaau me mu xapeca. U ToBa e maansr sacera. Fimam npusiteaxa, 6barapka,
paborara 11 e Ao06pa. Ho ako Hemara ce IpOMEHST AU MU OMPB3HE, MOXKE
aa ce npemectiuM. Ho Bparapus Bunaru me cu ocrane AOM 3a Hac.
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The 43-year-old journalist Dirh van Harten swapped Amsterdam for Sofia
in 2008, when he became a correspondent of Belgian and Dutch media for
Bulgaria, Romania and Greece — and bas had no regrets since. One of the most
interesting articles he has written about Bulgaria was based on a several day
trip with some shepherds in the Stara Planina, where everyone slept rough.
Van Harten loves reading Bulgarian writer Yordan Yovkov in the original.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

I have Dutch health insurance but sometimes Bulgarian doctors don't
want to bother with the paperwork and don't ask for payment.

Is there a typical Bulgarian national character trait?

Well, here nothing is what is seems. Sometimes people appear very
friendly, and then they ask you a favour. They are never open about it.

Did Bulgaria surprise you in the first place?

When I came here for the first time, more than 10 years ago, I was very pleas-
antly surprised. I arrived in the middle of the night, driven in a taxi from the
airport. Looking out of the taxi window, I thought: I don't know what it is, but
Ilike it. And the next morning I still liked it, and I'still don't know what it is, but
there is something here that attracts me and probably keeps me here.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Yes. I meet them in many different ways, like that guy who works on
the Gorna Oryahovitsa railway station. We befriended when we helped
a Japanese tourist to find the platform for the Veliko Tarnovo train — me,
speaking a bit of Bulgarian and he speaking a bit of English.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

I'm very fond on Baba Marta.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

I came here basically without any plans, to try it, to see if I like it. And
that is still the agenda. I have a girlfriend, she is a Bulgarian and she has
a good job here. But if things change or if I get fed up, we may decide to
move. But, I think Sofia will be our home.



Aupk Ban Xapren, Xoaanaus o Dirh van Harten, the Netherlands



OT CbPLIETO

- HA AVMLETO

YOUR HEART ON YOUR SLEEVE

Ancyau Awcamun Tamys e cupuiicka xrwpdxa om Areno na 40 200unu, xos-
mo npucmuza 8 beazapus npes 1988 2. 3aedno coc cemericmsomo cu 3apadu
acnupanmypama ua bama ii. Pemasa da ocmane 6 cmpanama u nosy4asa
bvazapcro 2pascdarcmso. Pabomu xamo npesodas om kwpdcku u apabeku 3a
Asprcasrama azenyus 3a OeWanyume u HenpasUmescmeen Op2anu3ayun.

COnBCKBaNA AL CUL CE CBC CREYUANHO OMHOULEHIE, 3AUFOMO CU LYHCOCHKAT?

Trit KaTO CBM TYK OT MaAKa M CbM HAITBAHO MHTETPHpPAHA, IIOYTH HE
CBM ce cOABCKBAAQ C HETATHBHU OTHOIICHHS. 110-CKOPO € MOAOKUTEAHH.
Xopata HU IIPUEMAT MHOTO CBPACYHO, KAPaT HU Ad YyBCTBAME, Y€ CME B
coberBenust cu ooM. Mutepecysar ce ot Cupusi, pasiuTBar Me Kak € TaM.

Camama mu usbpa da ce chumams ¢ posa nped namemnuxa na Aescxu.
3amo?

3amoTo posara e CHMBOA Ha BhATapust, a MacAOAQitHATA PO3a € AOLIAA OT
Cupust, or Aamack. A AeBCKH 32 MEH € CUMBOABT Ha CBOOOAATA.

Buna an cu 0bexm na duckpumurnanyus xamo yena?

B bwarapus — Huxora. Brarapure ypakapar keHHTE.

Hwa au nsxaxsea munusno beizapcxa epma?

3a 6pArapuTe KaKBOTO € B CHPLIETO, TAKOBA € M Ha AHLeTO. [Ipospadnn
ca. KoraTo ca HepBHH HAH IJACTAMBH — He MOTAT Aa ro ckpusrt. [ pu Hamrmst
HapOA € APYTO — AOPH A4 HE CME B HACTPOCHHE, OLIUTBAME CE A TO KPHEM.

Huam au npusmenn 6sa2apu?

Mzuoro. CpelHax ru bpBo B YYHAHILE, CACA TOBa Ha pabora. Mmam
MHOTO AOOPH NPUATEAN.

TIpaswysam au Haxaxsu 0si2apcxu npaswuyu?

Ipasuysam, maoro xapecsam Ocmu mapr. baba Mapra. Koaeaa, Hosa
roauna. baba Mapra Mu xapecBa MHOTO, 3aI[OTO HMaMe CXOAHH O0HYan.
Ssuante cu caarar 05140 1 YePBEHO Ha PBKATA, 32 AA UM HOCH LIIACTHE.

Kaxso me usnenada 6 boazapus?

ITpaHaTa CBOOOAA HA KCHHUTE.

TTwanupams au da ocmaneus 8 boazapus?

Aa. 3amoro Mu xapecsa u Mu ¢ Bropa popuHa. CBUKHaAA CbM, HHTETPH-
pana cbM HarrbaHO. [To3HaBam o6uyYanTe, €3MKa, UMaM MHOTO TIPHSTCAH.
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Dzhuli Dzbamil Tatuz is a 40-year-old Syrian Kurd from Aleppo who ar-
rived in Bulgaria in 1988 together with her family when her father won a
scholarship. She decided to stay and now has Bulgarian citizenship. She is a
translator from Kurdish and Arabic at the State Agency for Refugees as well
as some NGOs.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

I have been living here since I was very young and I am completely inte-
grated, so I have hardly felt anything negative. On the contrary, the general
attitudes are positive. People are very warm, make us feel at home. They are
interested in Syria, and ask questions about life there.

You chose to be photographed with a rose in front of Vasil Levski’s monu-
ment. Why?

Because the rose is the symbol of Bulgaria and the oil bearing rose was imported
here from Syria, from Damascus. And for me, Levski is the symbol of freedom.

Have you beed discriminated against as a woman?

In Bulgaria — never. Bulgarians respect women.

Can you tell a typical Bulgarian charvacter trait?

Bulgarians wear their hearts on their sleeves. They cannot fake it. They are
transparent. When they are nervous or happy, they cannot hide it. Our peo-
ple are different — even when we are not in the mood, we try to conceal it.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

A lot. T met them first at school, then at work. I have a lot of good
friends.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian feasts?

Yes, I like a lot 8 March, the International Women's Day. Baba Marta,
Christmas, New Year. I like Baba Marta a lot, because we have similar rites.
The Yazidis put white and red on their wrists, for good luck.

Did Bulgaria surprise you?

Yes, with the complete freedom of women.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Yes. Because I like it and it is my second homeland. I am used to Bulgaria, Tam
integrated completely. I know the traditions, the language, I have many friends.



Aoxyan Asxamua Tarys, Cupust  Dzhuli Dzhamil Tatuz, Syria



[TAAYEIT HA MABAHE, I TAAYEIIL HA SAMMHABAHE
CRYING ON ARRIVAL, CRYING ON DEPARTURE

Hososerandeysm Xw Dpenssp, na 46, npucmuza 6 boazapus npes 2004 e.,
doxamo mepcu unmepecto mIcmo 0a yusee 1 0a npasu busrec — u ce 8410084
8 cmpanama. Toii e usnsanumenen dupexmop ua HT xomnanus, paspabom-
samga xanenmckama niampopma Getti, 0smo HabPOS6A 100 000 4ieHOBE.

HB3numean au cu cneyuasno ommousenue xamo 4yycderney?

OrtHoennero e crpaxorHo. [ToHsKora, HOHEKe GBATAPCKUSAT MU HE €
CBBBPIIICH, XOPATa CE CMESAT, M TOBA € YYACCEH HAYHH AQ PA3TOIIMII ACAOBE-
Te. /AOIIOTO €, Ye MM Ce HaAara 4€CTO AA CMECHSIM IyMHTE Ha KOAATA 3aPaAH
AYIIKHTE I10 II'bTHIIATA.

Kaxso me usnenada 8 boazapus?

O6uyaM pasBUBAIIKTE CE CTPAHU M KOTATO [OTACAHAX IIPe3 PO3OpeLa
Ha TAKCHTO Ha IIBT OT ACTHILETO, BCHIKO MH CE CTOPH 04apoBaTeAHO. Aa
cMe orkpoBeHH — Codust He e Hall-KpacHBHUAT IPaA Ha CBETA, HO TOraBa
YCETHX, Y€ UMa COOCTBEH XapaKTep — H T HAMCTUHA ro uma. Eann npus-
Tea kasBa: "B Brarapust nmaauem ABa bTH — BEAHBXK, KATO IPUCTUTHELL, U
BTOPH ITBT, KATO CH TP'bIBALLL"

Hma au newgo yuuxaino 6 boazapus?

Xopara ca U3KAIOYHTCAHH, HSAMAT QAaALIMB HAYUH A2 CA MHAM C Teb.
MHOro 4y>KACHIIHU ce OAAKBAT, Ye GbATapuTe OHAK HEAIOOE3HH, HO TOBA €
Ha nosbpxHocTTa. Koraro ru onosuaet, ca Muoro tonau xopa. M, pastu-
pa ce, owwe cbM 00BPKAH OT TOBA, Ye KUMAT 32 "He'.

Huams au berzapcku npusmenn?

Aa, cpermam M 110 COLMAAHH CHOUTHS U Ype3 CBIIPyraTa MH, KOSTO €
GbArapka.

TIpaswysam au Gsarzapcxu npaswuyu?

Bcemukure. YecTo ru uskapBame cbc CeMEHCTBOTO Ha CBIIPyraTa My, Oa-
12 } FOTBU CTPAXOTHO.

Onumu beszapus c mpu dymu.

Aom. Ouaposareana. M Mucasi, 4e ToBa € AOCTATBHYHO.

Twanupam au da ocmareus myx?

ITonsikora 06MUCASIM IpeMeCTBaHe, HO GUSHECHT MU € TYK, U KOIaTo
I'BTyBaM M3BBH CTpaHaTa, bbArapus Mu auncsa. bearapus me Abp>KH TYK.

Qyscmesaus au ce Opazapun?

Beue ce uyBcTBaM oAy GBATApHH.
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The 46-year-old New Zealander Hugh Frazer arrived in Bulgaria in 2004
while he was looking for an interesting places to live and do business. He fell
in love with the country. He is the CEO of an IT company developing the
consumer platform Getti with 100,000 members.

Have you felt special treatment as a foreigner?

The treatment is great. Sometimes, because my Bulgarian is not per-
fect, people laugh at the way I talk, and this is great ice-breaker. On the
negative side, I have to change the tyres of my car a lot because of the
potholes.

What surprised you in Bulgaria?

I love developing countries, and when I took the taxi on my way from
the airport, it just looked so enchanting to me. Let's face it, Sofia is not
the most beautiful city in the world, but I sensed that it had a great deal of
character, and it does. As a friend says, "You cry for Bulgaria twice — once
when you arrive and once when you depart.”

Is there something unique in Bulgaria?

People are extraordinary, they don't have a fake way of being nice to you.
Many foreigners complain that the Bulgarians are impolite, but this is only
on the surface. When you get to know them, they are very warm. And of
course, [ am still confused by the way they nod to say "no."

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

I do, I meet them on social events and through my wife, who is
Bulgarian.

Do you celebrate any Bulgarian holidays?

All of the Bulgarian holidays. We often spend them with my wife's fam-
ily, and her father cooks fantastic.

Describe Bulgaria with three words.

Home. Enchanting. And I think that is enough.

Do you plan to stay here?

Sometimes I think about moving out, but my business is here and when I
travel outside the country, I do miss Bulgaria. Bulgaria keeps me here.

Do you feel Bulgarian?

I do feel half-Bulgarian already.



Xio Operizsp, Hosa 3eaanpus o Hugh Frazer, New Zealand



[TAAHMHUWTE CA CTPAXOTHM
MOUNTAINS ARE AWESOME

Myca Hscu om Tambus, na 27, npucmuza 6 beazapus npes 2013 e., caed
Kamo e npunylen 0a HAnycue CMPanHama cu 3apadu OnosuuuoHHA Oeil-
HOCm. 3a8BpuinL e cuemosodcIneo u uMa onum ¢ KOMnmsprus xapoyep. B
bBeazapus e cmaycanm yeb dusasinep 8 Magic Solutions. Kandudamemea sa
cmamym na bexcaney.

Hsnumeanr au cu cneynaino omuomenne 6 Beazapus, sawomo cu
wyncdeney?

Besmnoct He. YyBaa cbM 3a X0pa, KOUTO ca UMAAU IPOGAEMH, HO a3 BH-
Hary cpeuam Xy6aBy XOpa M HUKOTa HE CbM YCCIjaA HETATUBHU MUCAH HAH
OTHOILCHHE CIPSIMO cebe cu.

beazapus usnenada au me?

Boarapus He Me nsHeHaaa. IIpucTurHax, 3amoro Thpcex ACMOKpaTHd-
HO, cTabuAHO 06uecTBo. B HavaroTo ycaoBusTa B 6exxanckus aarep 6s-
Xa Y)KaCHH, HO B CAUH MOMEHT HEILIATa 3all04Haxa Aa ce MoAobpsBar. B
BbArapust BUASIX CHSIT 32 IPBB ITBT B XKUBOTA CH, HO 3UMATa HE MHU € IIPO-
GaeM, xapecBam 1. XpaHara ¢ xy6asa, BAIo6cH cbM B kembe qop6ara.

Huaw au Gerzapcku npusmein?

Aa, HoYTH BCHYKUTE MU IIPUSITEAH ca GbATapHy.

TIpasnysam au Haxaxseu Geazapcku npasuuyu?

He, Ho npes npoAeTTa HOCHX MAPTECHULM, IIPUATCAUTE U KOACTHTE MH
AAAOXa MHOTO.

Onumn Beazapus c mpu dymu.

XapecBaM IPUPOAATA, CTPAXOTHA €. BsX Ha HAKOAKO OT IMAQHHHHTE,
kato Puaa. Xopara ca A06pu ¢ men. 1 xoaerure u meosere Mu — Te ca
Haii-pobpure.

TTwanupams au da ocmarems 6 Boazapus?

Aa. Xapecsa My, Tyk cbM AOGpe.

Mosicews au da omxpoums HIKAKSA MUNU4HO bo12apcka wepma?

He 3nam. Xopara ca Ao6p1/1.

Qyscmeams au ce wacm om Beazapus?

Aa, ocobeHo cera, koraro umMaM paboTa U HPUSTEAH, ce IyBCTBAM TYK
KaTo y AOMa CH.
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Musa Niasi, 27, from Gambia, arrived in Bulgaria in 2013 after he was forced
to flee his country because of his anti-government stance. He graduated in
accountancy and has a knowledge of computer hardware. In Bulgaria, he is
having an internship in front-end web development with the Magic Solutions
company. He is applying for asylum.

Have you experienced special treatment in Bulgaria because you are a
Sforeigner?

Actually, no. I have heard of people having trouble, but I always meet
nice people and have never experienced negative thoughts or attitude to-
wards me.

Has Bulgaria surprised you?

I wan't surprised by Bulgaria. I came because I was looking for a demo-
cratic, stable society. In the beginning, the conditions in the refugee camp
were terrible, but at some point things started improving. In Bulgaria I saw
snow for the first time in my life, but winter is not a problem for me, I like
it. The food is nice, I am in love with tripe soup.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Yeah, almost all of my friends are Bulgarians.

Do you celebrate any Bulgarian holidays?

Not really, but last spring I wore the Martenitsa. Friends and colleagues
give me a lot of these things.

Describe Bulgaria in three words.

I really like the nature, it's awesome. I've been to some mountains, like
the Rila. The people are nice to me. And my colleagues, and my bosses —
they are the best.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Yes, I do. I like it, I feel okay here.

Is there a typical Bulgarian character trait?

I don't know. People are nice.

Do you feel a part of Bulgaria?

Yes, especially now that I have work and made some friends, I feel at
home.



Myca Hsicu, Fambust ¢ Musa Niasi, Gambia



OP3 A OPM3 - CbIJOTO E

ORZ OR ORIZ -

Exab Moxamed e ezunmsnun na 29 200ut, K0umo e 3a86pusis msp06us
U KoMnwmepru nayku u npucmuza 8 boazapus npes 2014 2., caed xamo ce
wcer 3a Ooazapxa. Pabomu xamo ye6 deseronsp.

Clupcxsas Ak cit ce Coc CREYUANHO OMHOMEHIE, 3AUOTNO (1t Lycderey?

He. Hsikon xopa nMar HSKakBU MACH, 4 apabuTe U MIOCIOAMAHHTE Ca
TEPOPHUCTH, Y€ Ca AOILM H Y€ He yBaKaBaT Apyrute peaurun. He cbm nmaa
TaKuBa IPOOAEMH, HO MOH IIPUSITCAH Ca IO U3NUTBaAH. [ Ipean HsKOAKO
Mecela €AHA TPyIIa OIIMTA A2 Ch3AAAC IPOOACMH 110 BpeMe Ha METHIHATA
MOAMTB2 B coduiickata Axxamust. Ho moaunusita ru copst.

Kax weusomem 6 Boazapus me usnenada?

Yyscram sxuBoTa B Bbarapust u Gbarapure cxoaHu ¢ xopara B Bauskus
uatok. M umame MHOTO 061151 AymH, Kato "ops” u "opus’. Man "rypiun’.

IIpasnysam au Gerzapcku npasnuyu?

Beuuku, psopu Koaepa n Beankpen, Ocvu mapt u Ceern BasenTum.
3aI0TO HCKaM A2 CIIOAEASIM IIpasHULUTE Ha JkeHa ci. OcBeH TOBa, HAKOU
OT TPaAHLUHTE ca GAUBKH — ETHIIETCKUTE XPUCTUSIHU CBILO GOSIAUCBAT SI1i-
1a 3a Beaukaen.

Moyceus au da onumens Beazapus c mpu dymu?

Aobpa crpana c A06pu xopa, HyxkAae ce OT A0OPO ynpaBacHHUE.

TTwanupams au da ocmaneus no-0e420 myx?

3acera yakame A2 BUAUM KaK ILE CE Pa3BUST HEWIATA C MOSITA KApUEPa, C
Kapuepara Ha cprpyrara mu. Ho sacera cme Tyx, a a3 mMaM A2 OTKpUBaM
MHoro 3a Bparapust.

Kaxso cnoped meb e da cu boazapun?

Moske 61 TpasULMHTE, KYATypaTa, obudanTe.

Qyscmeam au ce wacm om Boazapus?

Moske 61 wisIx, aKO TOBOpEX MoBede e3uka. MHOro GbArapu roBopsT
AHTAMICKH, HO KOTaTO I'BTYBAll MAM MCKAall A3 KyIHII HEIO OT MaAbK
MarasuH, craBa npobaem. Msraekaa mpaBUTEACTBOTO He ro € IpUxka 32
AHTAMMCKISL, 32 9y>KACHIUTE TyK. MeTpoTo Hanpasu cbobuieHusITa C1 Ha
AHTAMICKH YaK KOTaTo IO IIyCHaXa A0 ACTHILETO. MHOrO HaamHcH ca omme
caMmo Ha KupuauLa. AopH cayskuteaute B aupexuust "Murpanus” va MBP
HE FOBOPSIT €3UKA.
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[T'S THE SAME

Ehab Mohammed is 29-year-old Egyptian with degrees in commerce and com-
puter sciences, who arrived in Bulgaria in 2014 after he married a Bulgarian.
He works as a web developer.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

No. Some people have some ideas in their heads that Arabs and Muslims
are terrorists, that they are bad and don't like other religions. T haven't faced
such problems, but some of my friend have. A few months ago, a group of
people tried to make trouble during the Friday prayer at the Sofia mosque.
But the police stopped them.

How did life in Bulgaria surprise you?

I feel life in Bulgaria and the Bulgarian people close to the Middle East.
And we have many common words, like Orz and Oriz, both mean rice. Or
Turshi, or pickles.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian feasts?

All of them, even Christmas and Easter, and Women's Day on 8 March
and St Valentine. Because I want to share the celebrations my wife has.
Besides, some of the traditions are close to ours, the Egyptian Christians
also colour eggs for Easter.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

Good country with good people, needs a good government.

Do you plan to stay?

For now, we are waiting to see how thing will get going with my career, with my
wife's career. But for now, we are here, and I have to discover alot about Bulgaria.

What is to be Bulgarian?

Maybe the traditions, the culture, the habits.

Do you feel a part of Bulgaria?

I might have if T spoke better Bulgarian. Many people here speak English,
but when you travel or want to buy something from a small shop, it be-
comes a problem. It secems that the government doesn't care for the English
language, for the foreigners who live here. The metro made the announce-
ments in English only after it reached the airport. Many signs are still only
in Cyrillic. Even the Migration Directorate people working with foreign-
ers don't speak English.
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Exa6 Moxamea,



HE CAMO TOAEMUWTE I'PAAOBE
NOT ONLY THE BIG CITIES

Hudusixama Mona Kayuux npucmuza 3a npsé nom 6 boazapusnpes 1979 2.,
Kozamo bawa 1 e 2ocm-aexmop 6 Cofuiickus ynusepcumem. Ilpes 1990 2. ce
8pBuga myx, 3a da ciedsa. Puaonoz no 06pasosanne, ms npenodasa unduii-
cxa xyamypa 8 Couiickns u 666 Beauxomsprnosckus yuusepcumem u ce 3a-
HUMABA ¢ armepramusra meduyuna u aopseda. Ocnosamen e na Qondayus
"Aesan” — Hndo-6sa2apcxa 061gnocm 3a usKycmea u xysmypa.

Cpemgana au cu cneyuarto OMHOULEHUE MYK, 3AUG0MO Clb LYHCOCHKAT?

KM cebe cn Bixaam yaxeHue, A1060B. IyBasa cbM 32 HEIIPUSTHOCTH C
HMHAMHIIY, HO HE CBM H3IIUTBAAA TIOAOOHO HEIIO AUYHO.

A ducxpumunayus, 3aumgomo cu yena?

B BbArapust xkeHUTE ca CHAHH, UMAT CIIELUAAHO MSCTO B OOLIECTBOTO.
Ho xoraro cbM B TakcH, BHXAaM, 4e WOPbOPUTE IECTO TACAAT AOLIO Ha
skerute wodsopu. Ole BpeMe Ie MUHE, AOKATO CTAHEM HAITbAHO PaBHH.

Hma au munuuna beazapcka epma?

BbArapuHBT BIXAQ BCUUKO, IIPCLICHSBA M HCKA A2 HAIIPABHU Hali-Xy6aBo-
10. U KOraro 10 He ce moayun, ousa Aa o6BuHsBa cebe cu.

Hsnenada au me Beazapus?

C xeAaHHETO Ha XOpaTa Aa TH IoMarar. Xopara ca OTBOPEHH U Te IIPH-
emat. M nop06HO Ha HHAMIILMTE, GbATAPUTE MOTAT C YACOBE A2 TOBOPSIT C
HSIKOT0, KOTOTO [I03HABAT OTCKOPO.

Hmaw au npusmenn 6sazapu?

Aa, umam. Xoaum Ha moyneka sacAHO — B KoBauesuia, B AoaeH. Bparapust
HE € CAMO TOACMUTE [PAAOBE — OOMYaM Aa XOAS B ceaata, B [ IepHuk.

Onumu beazapus c mpu dymu?

Ilpusreacrso. YsaxeHnue. A1060B.

Tlwanupaw 1y da ocmarems no-ds4202

As He 3Haex, e wie ocTaHa B bearapus. U He 3Hast Aookora 1me ¢bM TyK.
Tosa e Haii-xy6aBoro.

Kaxeo cnoped meb e da cu boazapun?

Aa nmam Bpp3ka ¢ KopeHHTe. BparapuTe HOCAT GbArapIIMHATA KBACTO
U AQ Ca ITO CBETA.

Qyscmeans au ce wacm om Boazapus?

OTpaBHA BAPBaM B CAHCKPHTCKATa MBAPOCT "3EMSTA € KATO EAHO TOASIMO
CeMEICTBO', HO €ABa KOTaTO ce yCTaHOBHX B Bbarapust, pasbpax HancruHa
KaKBO O3HA4YaBa T4
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Indian Mona Kaushik arrived in Bulgaria for the first time in 1979, when ber

father was a guest lecturer at Sofia University. In 1990 she came back, to study.
She's a philologist, teaches Indian Culture at the Sofia and the Veliko Tarnovo
universities, and is a specialist in alternative medicine and Ayurveda. She is
also the founder of Devam Foundation, Indo-Bulgarian society for arts and
culture.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

I have seen only respect and love. I have heard about Indians being given
arough ride but haven't experienced anything like that.

What about discrimination as a woman?

In Bulgaria women are strong, they have a special place in society. But
when T'am in a taxi I see that the drivers are often negative towards female
drivers. It will take some more time to achieve complete equality.

Is there a typical Bulgarian trait of character?

The Bulgarians pay attention to everything, they evaluate and strive for
the best. If they fail, they start blaming themselves.

Has Bulgaria surprised you?

With the people's desire to help. People are open and accept you. Like
Indians, Bulgarians can talk for hours with somebody they have just
met.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Yes, I do. We go to vacations together, in Kovachevitsa, in Dolen. Bulgaria
is not only the big cities. I like the villages, and Pernik.

Describe Bulgaria in three words?

Friendship. Respect. Love.

Do you plan to stay for longer?

I didn't know that I am going to stay in Bulgaria. And I still don't. This
is the best part of it.

What in your opinion is to be Bulgarian?

To be connected with your roots. The Bulgarians preserve their
Bulgarianness wherever in the world they are.

Do you feel a part of Bulgaria?

I had long believed in the Sanskrit wisdom, Earth Is Like a Huge Family,
but I really understood its meaning only after I settled in Bulgaria.



Mowna Kaymmuk, Muaaus ¢ Mona Kaushik, India



TYKHE CEYYBCTBAM B Y KAA BEMA
[DON'T FEEL IN FOREIGN LAND HERE

Pazub Madycud Hbpaxum e na 53, wodppop na kamuor, om cupusickus 2pad
Kamuman. Hpucmuea 6 bBeazapus npedu vemupu meceya sapadu Heasmcka
deprcasa u mepcu yoewcumge. 2Kusee 6 aazepa na Aspucasnama azenyus 3a
bexcanyume 6 Os4a xynea.

Céuscxsan an cu ce coc cneyuarno omnomenue 8 beizapus, 3amomo cu
yyncderey?

IpucTurHaxme Ha rpaHHIIaTa, IOAMLUSATA HH CIIPsi, OOHCKHpaxa HH, 32
A4 CE YBEPSIT, 4e He CMe TEPOPHUCTH, de cMe MUPHHU rpaxaani. Caea ToBa —
10 Gerue sumaTa u Gele CTYACHO — HY HACTAHHXA, TyCHAXa OTOIIACHHE, Ha-
XpaHHXa ['H, AAAOXa HU BoAa. Bpob1je A06po oTHOmEHHE. AOBOAHH CME OT
OTHOLIECHHUETO, KOETO IIOAYYUXME.

Moscews au da omiwsnus HIKAKBA MUNUWIHO 0BA2APCKA 4epma HA
xapaxmepa?

He mora aa mpenjens, 3aioto ¢sM xuBsia camo B buarapus u Cupus, ne
cpM xopuA Ha 3anaa,. B cpaBrenne cbe Cupus, TyK OTHOLICHHETO € MHOTO
110-A06pO — TaM [IOAHLIMSITA MOXE AA TE APECTYBA, (€3 AQ TH AaBA HUKAKBU
obsicuenns. Tyk He e Taka.

Boazapus usnenada au me ¢ newo?

IpucTurHaxme npes suMara, a Hue 6sxMe AeKO 06ACYCHH, HO HHU ITyCHa-
Xa OTOIIACHHE, TAKA Y€ HMalle HUKaKbB 1pobaem. HaBesikbae nma A06pu
U AOILIM XOPa.

Hmamw au npusmenn Osazapu?

EaHO Moe 6AM3K0 AeTe Aexka B OOAHUIIA U KOTATO XOAUX A TO BUYKAAM, CE
3aII08HAX ¢ eAHa ObATapKa, HEMHUAT CHH cbIo Geme B G0AHULATA.

Snacus au HIKAKBU OBALAPCKY NPASHUYU?

3uam baba Mapra. Kynnx cu maprenuua, Hanpasux cu cHumka. yx, de ako
BUASL L{BPKEA, TPsIOBA Ad 51 CBAAS U A 51 3aKa4a HA ABPBO, H CIIA3HX OOHYasL.

Moscews au da onnmems beszapus c mpu dymu?

B Bparapus He cbM BHASIA AOILIO OT HUKOTO.

Tlwanupam sy da ocmanems 8 beazapus?

He, we npoabaxa xem Tepmanust. Byarapus e 6eaHa u He MOXke A2 HU
OcUrypH AOM 1 A00pO 3arsamane. AKO OCTaBHM TOBA HACTpaHU, ¢ Xybasa
CTpaHa, TYK ce YyBCcTBaM KaTo B CHPIL, He Ce IyBCTBAM B Uy)KAQ 3EMSL.
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Raghib Majid Ibrahim is 53, a lovry driver from Al-Qamishli, Syria. He ar-
rived in Bulgaria at the beginning of 2015 because of the ISIS, and is applying
Sfor asylum. He lives in the Ovcha Kupel Sofia camp of the State Agency for
Refugees.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

We arrived at the border, the police stopped us and searched us, to see
that we are not terrorists, that we are peaceful citizens. Then - it was win-
tertime, and it was cold — they sheltered us, they put the heating on, they
fed us and gave us water. Very good treatment. We are happy with the treat-
ment we received.

Can you single out a typical Bulgarian character trait?

I cannot say because L have lived only in Bulgaria and Syria, I haven't been
to the West. In comparison to Syria, the treatment is very good — there the
police can arrest you without explanation. Here it is not like that.

Has Bulgaria surprised you?

We arrived in winter and our clothes were not very warm. But the police
turned the heating on, so we didn't have problems. Everywhere there are
good people and bad people.

Do you have any Bulgarian friends?

A child I know spent some time at the hospital, and during the visits
I spoke with a Bulgarian woman whose own son was in the hospital,
too.

Do you know any Bulgarian holidays?

I know Baba Marta. I bought a Martenitsa, took a picture of myself. I
heard that if I saw a stork, I should take the Martenitsa off and tie it to a
tree, so I did that.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

In Bulgaria I haven't experienced anything bad from anyone.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

No, I will continue to Germany. Bulgaria is poor and cannot secure us a
home and proper payment. If we put thataside, it is a nice country, I feel at
home, I don't feel in a foreign land here.



Cupus o Raghib Ibrahim, Syria

b

Paru6 M6paxum



bbATAPCKUTE M'boKE CA MAAKO MAYHO
BULGARIAN MEN ARE A BIT MACHO

Andpea Ienuesa e 30-200umna ynzapxa om Cepbus, 3a8spminia aneiuiicka
aumepamypa. Yemanoés6a ce 8 beazapus npes 2011 2. coc csnpya cu bsa2a-
DUH 1 npenodasa anziuticku.

H3numeana au cu cneyuastio Omnomenne, 3amomo cu 4yndenxas

Xopara ce yCMUXBAT ITOBEYE, KOTaToO CH Yy)KACHEL, HO CC OIMTBAII Ad
roBopuu Gbarapcku. I IpaBsT MHOTO, 32 A2 TH IOMOTHAT, 3a1I0TO BIDKAAT,
Je HAMCTHHA CE OIUTBAIIL.

A cexcuzom?

Bparapckute Mbxe, KaKTo U cpBOCKHTE, ca ACKO GAAKAHCKH MAdOBLIH.
Ho He 6ux xasaaa, 4e cbM 612 ANCKPHUMUHHEpPAHA.

Hua sy munuuna wepma 8 xapaxmepa na 6si2apuna?

Huxoit He ucka aa paboru u Bcexu ce onaaxsa: "Hsmam Hukaxsu ma-
pu." Ho cbM cpemasa 1 MHOTO TpyAOArOGUBY XOpa, Taka 4e, pasbupa ce,
reHEPAAU3HPAM.

Kax me usnenada scusomom 6 boacapus?

Mucaex, ve me pasbupam moBede OT €31Ka, 3aI0TO roBopst cppbcku. C
M3KAIOUEHHUE HA TOBA, HAMAIIE U3HEHAAM.

IIpasuysam au Gvacapcxu npasuuyu?

Aa, 3amoTo cenpyrsr Mu npasHysa. Hanctuna xapecsam baba Mapra. 1
XapecBaM, KOraTo CBEKbpPBa MU IIPABHU [IMTKA 32 UMEHHHTE AHU. [ Ipy Hac HsI-
MaMe HMCHHH AHU U KOTaTO OTKPHX, 4€ U a3 IMaM TaKbB, Oelle CTPaxoTHO.

Onumu beazapus c mpu dymu.

oo napxupare. Al06e3HH X0pa, HO IMaM IIPEABHA HAIIPHMEP CAY)KHTe-
aure B [Tomara u poopu Aupexuus "Murpauus’. He sHam Aaau e samoro u
a3 CbM AI0OE3HA € TAIX, Te MU OTBPBILAT ChC CHIIOTO, HO ChbM CPEILAAA HAKC-
THHA AKOe3HU xopa B uHcTHTynuute. M kpacusara npupoaa. Hait-muoro
mu xapecsa Puaa, xosuxme Ha Cepemre e3epa, Gerte ciupanmo Abxa.

Tianupam au da ocmaneus myx?

Aa, maaHupame, AAHO A CTAHE.

Kaxso cnoped meb e da cu 6pazapun?

Aa obuyaw crpanara cu. Aopu B Codust 6bArapute OIHUTBAT A2 Ca MO-
ACPHH, HO U Aa 3amassar Tpapunuure cu. B Cppbust ToBa ro nma camo B
[O-M30AHPAHHUTE YACTH.

Yyscmeaus au ce bpazapra?

ITonsxora. Koraro ce ombxuin 3a HIKOro, MonMBaml 4acTUIA OT TOBA
KO € TOM U KaKBO IIPEACTABASIBA.
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Andrea Gencheva is a 30-year-old Hungarian from Serbia, and has an MA
in English literature. She settled in Bulgaria in 2011 with her Bulgarian hus-
band, and now teaches English.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are a foreigner?

People tend to smile more when you are a foreigner who tries to speak
Bulgarian. They would go the extra mile to help you, because you were
really tryinga lictle.

What about sexism?

Bulgarian men, like the Serbian men, tend to be kind of Balkan macho.
But I can't say that I've been discriminated against.

Is there a typical Bulgarian character trair?

No one wants to work and everyone says "I don't have any money." But
I've met some very hard working people, so, of course, I generalise.

How has life in Bulgaria surprised you?

I thought I was going to understand more because I speak Serbian. Apart
of that, [ wasn't really surprised by anything.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

Yes, because my husband does. I rcaﬂy like Baba Marta. And I like when
my mother-in-law makes a pitka bread for name days. We don't have name
days, and when I discovered I have one, it was awesome.

Can you describe Bulgaria in three words?

Bad parking. Polite pcoplc, but I mean at the Post Office and even the
Migration Directorate of the Interior Ministry. I am not sure if they are
because I try to be extra nice so may be they are returning the favour, but
I've met some very nice people at those agencies. Beautiful nature. I like
the most the Rila Mountain, we went to the Seven Lakes and it was just
breathtaking.

Do you plan to stay here?

Yes, we do, hopcfully.

What in your opinion is to be Bulgarian?

Love for your country. Even in Sofia Bulgarians try to be modern, but
also to preserve their traditions. In Serbia you can see it only in the deep
countrysidc.

Do you feel Bulgarian?

Sometimes. When you get married to someone, you take a little bit of
who they are and what they represent.



Amnppea Ienuesa, yarapka ot Copbust ¢ Andrea Gencheva, Hungarian from Serbia



bbATAPUTE CETIPOMEHAT C BPEMETO
BULGARIANS CHANGE WITH WEATHER

Tepyaneysm Iuepo Enuparnus enazy uemysuxanm. Ilpucmuza 6 boacapus
npedu 200una u ce padsa "0a pasbupa mscmomo u xopama’. B Cogus ocnosa-
sa zpynama Yembaya u mepeoscku busec.

Cpemgan an ciu creyuanno OMHOUeHIe, 3au0mo cu wyycdeney?

ITonsikora xopaTa My IIOMarart, IIOHSKOIa He TU € TPIKa 32 McH. Taka e
HaBCSKBAE APYTAAC IO CBETA.

Kaxeo me usnenada 6 Boszapus?

Mtuoro newa. B HataaoTo xopara Mu H3raexkaaxa Hskak ThxH. Ho Tyk
CBbM NIPEXUBSBAA CAMO CTPAaxXOTHM Hema. Hanpumep BepAHDBK xopaTa B
IPAaACKHUSI TPAHCIIOPT M€ 3aIIUTHXA OT KOHTPOABOPUTE, 3alIOTO BUASXA,
ge cbM yyxAcHer. Cera ce pasxoXAaM U XOPaTa MU MU3TACKAAT YCMHXHATH.
Bonpoc Ha Be3npusitHe.

Huamw au npusmenn 0oazapu?

Aa, eAHa MHOTO A06pa IIPUSTEAKA, TSI € IPUSITCAKA Ha IIPUATCAKATA M.

Tlpasnysaus au berzapcku npasnuyu?

Xapecpam Benuku tpapunuu Tyk. O6udam 1 Mapt, o6udam MapTeHULH-
te. V1 BbAHM Bedep, KOTaTo CIIOACASITE TOASIMATA ITUTKA U BCCKH ITOAYYaBa
mapye ¥ Tps6Ba A2 OTKpPHE MOHETATA, 3alOTO TOBA O3HAYaBa, U¢ LIC UMa
IapH [Pes LSIAATa TOAMHA. Ta3H TOAMHA a3 HaMepHUX MOHeTara. bewe Muo-
ro 326aBHO, 3a10TO HCKAX AA S 3211351, 2 CCMEHCTBOTO Ha IPUSITCAKATa MU
kasa: "He, Tpsi6Ba a2 oTHACII B ybpKBa M A2 Kynum cBemt.”

Onumn Beazapus c mpu dymu.

IMpomensma. Capruena. Bramosxnocr. Boarapus e oo6pa BpamoxHOCT,
TYK CPELIHAX MHOTO XOpa, KOUTO Ca 3all0YHAAM HEIO HOBO U Xy6aBo —
OH3HEC IPOCKTH, U3ITbAHCHISL

Ianupam au da ocmanems 8 Boazapus?

Aa. He 3HaM KOAKO ABATO, HO IIOHE [IPE3 CACABALIUTE HIKOAKO TOAUHH.

Moceus 1y da nocounms cneyuguuna Gvazapcka 4epma?

He mora aa ormcsam xopara, Bceku e pasander. Ho moske 6u 6barapu-
T€ TOBOPST MHOTO CHAHO. V] MMCAsl, 9e MHOTO Ce IIPOMEHSIT € BPEMETO.
IToHSIKOTa HBTAEKAAT TOAKOBA IIACTAMBH, & IIOHKOTA Ca TOAKOBA THKHH.
He camo Tyk e Taka, HO TyK ro ycemam I10-5CHO.

Qyscmeaus au ce bpazapun?

He. Ho naucruna xapecsam bparapus.
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The Peruvian Piero Epifania is 27 and is a musician. He arrived in Bulgaria
a year ago and enjoys "understanding the place and the people.” In Sofia, he
has started a band called Yembaya as well as a trading business.

Have you felt special treatment because you are a foreigner?

Sometimes people like to help me, sometimes they don't care about me.
This is the same everywhere in the world.

Has Bulgaria surprised you in any way?

With many things. In the beginning, people looked kind of sad. But here
I've had only incredible experiences. For example, once the passengers on a
bus defended me from the ticket inspectors because they recognised me as
a foreigner. Now I walk and see everybody is smiling, it's totally different
from when I came. It's about perception.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Yes, one good friend, she's a friend of my girlfriend.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian holidays?

Yes, I like all the traditions here. Like 1 March, I love Martenitsa. And
Christmas Eve, when you share that bigbread and everyone has a piece and
has to find the coin, because it means that you will have money all the year.
This year I did get the coin. And it was so funny, because I wanted to keep
the coin, and the family of my girlfriend said, "No, you should go to the
church and buy a candle.”

Describe Bulgaria in three words.

Changing, sunny, opportunity. Bulgaria is a good opportunity, I met
many people here that started something new and good: business projects,
performances.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Yeah. I don't know for how long, but at least for a couple of years.

Can you define a specific trait in the Bulgarian character?

I cannot describe the people. Everybody's different. But, probably, the
Bulgarians speak very loudly. And I think they change alot with the weath-
er. Sometimes they look so happy, and sometimes they look so sad. It's not
only here, but here I feel it more clearly.

Do you feel Bulgarian?

No. But I really like Bulgaria.



ITuepo Enudanus, [Tepy o Picro Epifania, Peru



CKbBI I HA TIAABATA, EBTVMIHM HA CEHOTO
PENNY-WISE, POUND-FOOLISH

Huxona u Huxeasc Kuncon ca 40-200umun Gpumaryu. Pewsasam da ce sace-
45m 8 Beszapus npes 2005 2., c160 Kamo 5 nocewasan ¢ Kapasana, 641008am ce
8 cmparama u sundam nomenyuard it 3a xemnunzysare. Ceza ca cobcmeenu-
yu na xemnune "Beauxo Teproso, 656 seruxomsprosckomo ceao Apazuceso.

H3numeanu au cme cneyuansto OmHouLeHue, 3augo0mo cme Lyncoenyu?

Huxspabc: Koraro npucruraaxme, Bcnakn 6s1xa MHOTO TOIIAM M TOC-
TOIPHEMHH M MHOTO XOPa OT CEAOTO 0sixa AIGONHMTHH KaKBO CTPOHM.
Xopara HM HOCEXa IPECHU 3CACHYYLM U IIAOAOBE, 32 Ad TH OIUTaMe.
TpyAHOCTTa € B OBATApPCKHS C3HK.

Huxoaa: [ToHsixora, KOraro HABaT CTPOUTEAH M CTPOUTEAHH PUPMH,
MUCASL, Y€ IIPEATIOYUTAT A2 TOBOPST 32 TeXHHYecKH Hema ¢ Huk.

Hwa au newjo munuuno 6sazapcxo?

Huxkoaa: Xpanara. Ts Gemre eaHa OT IpHUYUHHTE A2 H36EpeM Aa KUBEEM
B bparapust.

Kax su usnenada nensomom 8 beazapus?

Huxoaa: MzHeHapax ce KOAKO TOASIMO BHUMAHUE CE€ OTAEAS HA LleHaTa
Ha Hemara. CuaeH GOKyC BBPXY LicHATa Ha HELIO, HO HE TOAKOBA BBPXY
CTOMHOCTTA, BbPXY Ka4€CTBOTO.

Huame au bsazapcxu npusmenn?

Huxkoaa: TTpean A2 mocTpouM KBMIIMHIA )KHBEEXME B CHCEAHOTO CEAO.
Koraro nsausaxme Ha pasxoaka, CpeliaxMe BCHYKUTE Te3H Bb3PACTHU XXCHU
U T€ 9€CTO HU BOACXA B AOMOBETE CH, U HU YEPIIEXa ChC CAAATA, C PAKHSL.

Huxspabc: Cayxureante Hu ca GbArapyu 1 Beue MO3HABaMe CEMCHCTBATA
HM.

TIpasuysame an 6a2apckn npasuuyu?

Huxpanc: 3a Beankaen opranusupame AoB Ha stiina 3a petjara. Llsiaoro
ceao upBa. OnurBame Aa 0T6easI3BaMe H ObATAPCKUTE IPASHHULM B CEAOTO,
karo Tpudon 3apesaH, KOraTo ce 3apsi3BaT AO3HTE.

Onueme Beazapus c mpu dymu.

Huxspasc: Xybasa npupoaa. basen pursm Ha xusot. Joctonpuemna.

Twanupame au da ocmaneme?

Huxpabc: Ako 6nsHeChT ce pasBuBa, GUXME HCKAAU A2 OCTAHEM, AOKa-
TO CE IICHCHOHUPAME.

Kaxso cnoped sac e da cu bvazapun?

Huxspabce: Bparapure ca MHOTO roOpAH ChC CBOSTA CTPaHA, UCTOPUS U
KYATYpa. SHAST CTAPUTE CTUXYCTA U IPUKASKH, UTPasT X0po. CBbp3anu ca
ChC CEMEHCTBATA CH.
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Nichola and Nicolas Kinson, in their 4os, are from the UK and decided to
settle in Bulgaria in 2005 after their visited with their camper. They loved the
country and saw its potential as a camping destination. They now own the
Camping Veliko Tarnovo, in the village of Dragizhevo.

Have you experienced special treatment because you are foreigners?

Nicholas: When we first came here everybody was warm and welcom-
ing, and a lot of the people in the village were very curious what we were
constructing. They used to bring us fresh fruit and vegetables, just to try.
The difficulty is the language.

Nicola: Sometimes, when we have builders and construction compa-
nies, I think they prefer to talk about the technical stuff with Nick.

Is there anything typically Bulgarian?

Nicola: The food. It was one of the reasons why we choose to live in
Bulgaria.

Has life in Bulgaria surprised you?

Nicola: I was surprised by how price conscious things in Bulgaria are. A
very high focus on price, but not so much an appreciation of the value and
the quality.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Nicola: Before the campsite was built, we were living in the next village. We
used to go for a walk each evening, and we would meet these old babas, or gran-
nies, and they would drag us to their homes and gave us Shopska salad, Rakiya.

Nicholas: Our staff is Bulgarian, and we've got to know their families.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian feasts?

Nicholas: For Easter, we do free party games for the children. The whole
village comes. We also try to tend the Bulgarian events in the village, like
Trifon Zarezan in February, with the cutting of the vines.

Describe Bulgaria in three words.

Nicholas: Beautiful nature. Slower pace of life. Welcoming.

Do you plan to stay here?

Nicholas: We would like to, if the business works, we will stay until
retirement.

What does it take is to be Bulgarian?

Nicholas: The Bulgarians are very proud of their country, history and
culture. They know the old nursery rhymes, the fables, they dance the horo.
They have cohesion with their families.



Huxoaa u Huxbabse Kunerpn, Beankobpuranus e Nicola and Nicholas Kinson, the UK



THXKHU U THUXU
SAD AND QUIET

Hoax Maasu e poden npedu 64 200unn 6 Hspacea, a npedu nem 200unu e npe-
MECTREH 0 KOMNAHUINA, 34 KOSmo pabomu, om [Ipaza 6 Copus, xedemo
cmasa acem menudxcsp wa Mall of Sofia.

HB3numesanr au cu cneyuasno OMomeHue myx, 3auomo cu syxscoeney?

OTHOIICHHUETO € OSUTHBHO, KOTAaTO XOpaTa YyaT uMeTo Mu 1 Mapaea.
ITonurax BeAHBXK 32110, BCe NaK cera B EBpora nMa aHTHCEMUTH3BM, M MU
orroBopuxa: "TIpekaAcHO cMe 3a€TH A2 MPasUM TYpLUTE, HIMaMe BPeMe
u 3a eBpenre.”

Hma au newgo cneynipuuno 6 boazapckus xapaxmep?

BbArapure U3rACKAAT THXHH U THXU. AOPH IIPOTECTUTE OT 2013 I. 6s1xa
TUXH, 32 Pa3AMKa OT Te3u B I'bpius Hanpumep. Barapure ce crpaxysar aa
usncksar. Te Morar pa ce HaacMuBat Haa, cebe cu 1 TOBa € MHOTO Xy6aBo,
3aII0TO [IOKA3Ba, 9€ CH 3PSIA.

Kax weusomem 6 Boazapus me usnenada?

Ipucrurnax tyk ot IIpara, kpacus, 3a6eAeKUTEACH IPaA, U HE MOTA A2
He cpassBaM Codust ¢ Hest. OcHoBHara pasanka e, ye Yexust usraexaa
Karo 3amaa, Aokato bparapus usraexaa xaro Msrok. He kassam pann e
AOOpe HAM He, HO TOBa ¢ $aKT.

TIpasnysams au Gerzapcku npasuuyu?

IpusiTeakaTa MU KyIlyBa MAPTCHHULIH, A MaliKa M IIPaBU 9yACCEH KO3YHaK
3a Beankaen. He npastyBam eBperickuTe npasHUL.

Onumn beazapus c mpu dymu.

Xpanara. Crapa nmaanusa u npupoaara. Ho mere Aa e MHOTo mo-npusit-
HO, aKO ITbTHILaTa Os1xa 6e3 AyTKH.

Tlianupams au da ocmareus myx?

Koraro ce neHcroHnpam, HIMa A2 MOTa A2 CH TTO3BOASI CHILMS CTAHAAPT
Ha XuBOT B [3paea, KakbBTO MMaM TYK.

Kaxso cnoped meb e da cu boazapun?

AKO CH pOAEH TYK, cu GbArapuH. AOpH XOpara, KOUTO EMUIPHPAT, CACA
FOAUHH C€ MACHTUPULIMPAT KaTo 6bATapU. APYyro Hewo — moBeveTo ObA-
rapH IPEAIOYUTAT A2 He ce GOPsIT ¢ IpobAaeMa, a A2 Ce TIPUMUPSIT.

Qyscmeams au ce wacm om Boazapus?

MBHOTO 4ecTo ce yAABSIM A2 KasBaM "KaKBO, 11O ASIBOAUTE, CTaBa C HAC, U
oA "Hac" UMaM npeaBHA "Hac, ObarapuTe’.
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Noah Maayan was born 64 year ago in Isvael, and five years ago was relocated
from Prague to Sofia by his company, to become the asset manager of Mall of
Sofia.

Have you experienced special treatment here because you are a foreigner?

The treatment is positive, when people hear my name and Israel. I asked
why, as there is antisemitism in Europe, and I was told, "We are too busy
hating the Turks, so we don't have time to hate the Jews."

Is there something specific in the Bulgarian character?

Bulgarians look sad and quiet. Even the mass rallies in 2013 were quiet,
unlike in Greece for example. Bulgarians are afraid to demand things.
They can laugh at themselves, and laughing at yourself is very nice as it
means that you are adult.

Has life in Bulgaria surprised you?

I came here from Prague, a beautiful, amazing city, and I cannot help but
compare Sofia with it. The main difference was that the Czech Republic
looks like the West, and Bulgaria looks like the East. I am not saying
whether it is good or bad, but that's the fact.

Do you celebrate any Bulgarian holidays?

My girlfriend is buying me Martenitsa and her mother makes wonderful
sweetbread for Easter. I don't celebrate Jewish holidays.

Describe Bulgaria in three words.

Food. Stara Planina, the nature. But it would be more enjoyable if the
roads had no potholes.

Do you plan to stay?

When I retire, I couldn't afford the same standard of living in Isracl as I
have here.

What does it mean to be Bulgarian?

You are born here, so you are a Bulgarian. Even people who have emigrat-
ed, after many years they would identify themselves as Bulgarians. Another
thing, most Bulgarians prefer to bow their heads when there is a problem,
not to fight it.

Do you feel a part of Bulgaria?

Many times [ hear myself saying, "what the hell is happening with us’, and
by "we" I mean "we, Bulgarians”.



Hoax Maasn, Mspaea o Noah Maayan, Isracl



AELTATA B YHUANIIE CA AObPU
KIDS AT SCHOOL ARE GOOD

Cemericrnso Moxamadu — s2-200ummnsm vacosnuxap Padwcab u 43-200um-
nama gpusvoprxa Macyme — ca om Bamsan, Apeanucman. Ilpucmuzam &
Boazapus npes 2012 2. ¢ dseme cu dougepn, Xadudnca na 16 u Hapeec na 1s,
sapadu ycaowcnenama obcmarnoska 8 podurnama um. Kandudamcemsam 3a
bexcancru cmamym u scusesm 8 aazepa wa Aspycasnama azenyus 3a bexca-
uyume 6 Os4a Kynea, a momusemama xodsm na ysuanmge. Kaseam, e 6
POOHUS UM KPATL UMA HOCUY ROOOOHY HA IME3U, C KOUINO 214 CHUMAME.

B Boacapus ycewgaru au cme Cneyuasno OMHOULEHUE, 3AU0MO CIme
wyncdenyu?

Xaampxka: [Toseue xy6asn nemwa. He mu Bukar "1yxxacnxa’. B yananme
Aeriara ca Aobpu.

Papsxa6: AoGpe cme. Hukaksu npobaemu.

Macyme, usnumsana an cu OUCKPUMUHAYUS, 3AULOINO Clt HCHAT

Macyme: He. Camo apmuHncTpaTuBHY npobaeMu. 3aIo He HU AQBaT
CTaTyT?

Hma aun naxaxsa munuyna boizapcxa wepma?

Xaanaska: He mosxem pAa otroBopum Ha Tosu Bbrpoc. Camo xy6Gasu He-
112 MOXEM A2 KaxkeM 32 Gbarapute. O6udame Obarapure.

Benzapus usnenada au su ¢ newo?

Xaampxxa: He. 1 xpanara e kaTo Haiata XpaHa — OpH3, 3€ACHIYIIH.

Hmame au npusmenn boazapu?

Xapnpaska: Aa, umame. B yunanme.

Paasxa6: Aa. CpcepnTe OT pafioHa, OKOAO Aarepa.

Haxaxsu 6.12apckn npasuuyn suaeme au?

Xaanaska: Aa, baba Mapra, Koaepaa u Beankaen, c stitnata. Caarame cu
MapTCHHULIH.

Onumeme Beazapus c mpu dymu.

Papsxa6: Xy6Gasu cesonn. Ao6pu xopa. Xapecam brarapusi.

Tlwanupame au da ocmaneme 6 beazapus?

Xaanaska: Vckame aa sxuseeM Tyk. 3aimoto obudame Bovarapus u uc-
KaMe AOCTOCH >KUBOT. A3 06HYaM A2 y4a HCTOPHS U OHOAOTHS, BCHYKUTE
HpeAMeTH 00HYaM, TIOHSIKOTa MUCASI A2 CTaHA ACKap, HO [IOBEYE HCKaM Ad
crana apxeoaor. O6uuam apxeoaorusira.

Haprec: 1 ce yuum aa cBUpuM Ha KuTapa.
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The Mohamadi family of s2-year-old watchmaker Radjab and his 43-year-
old wife, hairdresser Masume, is from Bamiyan, Afghanistan. They arrived
in Bulgaria with their two daughters Kbadije, 16, and Narges, 15, in 2012,
forced by the unstable situation in their home country. They have applied for
refugee status, and have been living in the State Agency for Refugees camp
In Ovcha Kupel, Sofia, and the girls go to school. They say that the national
costumes in their area of Afghanistan are similar to the ones we photograph
them wearing.

Have you felt special treatment in Bulgaria because you are foreigners?

Khadije: The things are mostly good. No one calls me "foreigner.” The
kids at school are good.

Radjab: We are well here. No problems.

Masume, have you been discriminated against, because you are a woman?

Masume: No. We have only administrative problems. Why are hey not
granting us refugee status?

Is theve anything typically Bulgarian?

Khadije: We cannot answer this question. We can say only good things
about the Bulgarians. We love Bulgarians.

Did Bulgaria surprise you?

Khadije: No. The food is also similar to ours: rice, vegetables.

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

Khadije: Yes, we do. At school.

Radjab: Yes. The neighbours around the camp.

Do you know anything about Bulgarian holidays?

Khadije: Yes — Baba Marta, Christmas and Easter, when you colour
eggs. We put on Martenitsa.

Describe Bulgaria in three words.

Radjab: Nice seasons. Good people. I like Bulgaria.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

Khadije: We want to live here. Because we love Bulgaria and we want to
have a decentlife. Ilove studying history and biology, I love all the subjects,
sometimes [ am thinking of becominga doctor, but more I want to become
an archacologist. I love archeology.

Narges: We are also learning to play the guitar.



Paasxab Moxamaau u Macyme Xoceiinu ot AdraHucran ¢ Apiepure cu Xaauasxka u Haprec
Radjab Mohamadi and Masume Hoseini, with their daughters Khadije and Narges, Afghanistan



AA M3AE3EM 3A T10 BIMPA
GETTING OUT FOR ABEER

IIpedu nem 200unu Iycmaso Berackec 3asspussa xuno u mesesusus 8
Henanus u npucmuza 6 beazapus 3a 0symeceyna npaxmuxa. Cared xpas i
0cmasa u 3ano048a paboma 866 PUPMA 34 KAUHWIHY NPOYHEAHUS HA ACKAD-
cméa. B momenma 35-200umnnsm seneyyeney, e bespabomet.

3abens36a4 a1t cit CHEYUANHO OMHOMENIE, 3A14OMO (1t LyHcderey?

IToBeueTo X0pa MU ITOMArart, paABaT ce, Ye Ce OIIUTBAM Ad TOBOPsi A0Ope
TEXHUS €3UK. bparapuTe MHOTO Crt ipramndar ¢ xopara ot IOxuna Amepuka.
MHoro cMe emonnonassn. Xopara, KOUTO ca AOGPH, ca MHOTO A06pu, 1
XOpaTa, KOMTO €4 AOIIH, CA MHOTO AOIIH.

Hwa au cnoped meb nsxaxea munuuna 0si2apcxa uepma?

KakBoTo 1 Aa cTaBa, BUHATH CC M3AM32 32 1O €AHA GHpPHYKA.

bBoazapus usnenada au me?

Aa. TTpupopara. ITaanunure. Poponure ca Mu Ar06umy, ¢ reorpadusra,
MysuKara, xopara. [ IspBoro mu Brieyaraenue orram e ot Ieaa u Illupoxa
ABKa, U XOpara... HAMaM Aymu. Makap e He um pasbpax anasckra. As cu
MHCAEX, 4€ FOBOPsI GbATApCKH, HO CE 0Ka3a, e He.

Huam au npusmenn bsa2apu?

Benukure Mu npusitean ca 6barapu.

TIpasuysam au Osarzapcxu npaswuyu?

ITpasHyBaM ru, 3a1[OTO BCHYKK TH IIPA3HYBAT, HO IOBEYETO MPA3HUIIH
Ca PEAUTHOSHH, 4 43 HE CbM PEAUTHO3EH.

Mowcens au 0a onumens Boazapus c mpu dymu?

Ipusireactso. [Ipupopa. Ceo6oaa. brarapure He ocb3HaBaT KOAKO ca
cBoboaHn. Hsima ToakoBa peryaanun. Hanpumep Moxenn aAa otuaein Ha
KBMITHHT KbACTO perunut M A06pute X0pa, MCTUHCKUTE AAHMHAPH, 11a-
3AT IIPUPOAATA.

Twanupams au da ocmaneus 8 beazapus?

Hanpasux aere, oxxenux ce. Mait pa.

Kaxso cnoped meb e da cu boacapun?

Aa cu ropa ¢ MuHaAOTO cH, ¢ Tpaaunuure, ¢ doakaopa. Tyx Bcuuku
HIPasT XOpO, AOKATO BbB BeHelryesa MAAAMTE HSIMAT TaKbB HHTEPEC.
[Tpusireante Mu kasBar: "A, ome cu CIOMHSM, KOraro 6eme qyxacHen,.'
Ho Hukora HsiMa pa Mora A2 cbM ObArapuH. A3 CbM XKHBSIA Ha TPH MECTa
IIO CBETA U CE YyBCTBAM OT... [IAAHETATa. A BHE CTEC YHHKAAHH.

70

Five years ago, Gustavo Velazquez graduated film and TV in Spain and
arrvived in Bulgaria for a two-month practice. After it ended, he stayed and
started working for a medicine clinical research company. At the moment the
35-year-old Venezuelan is unemployed.

Have you noticed any special treatment because you are a foreigner?

Most people help me and are happy when they see that I am trying
to speak their language. And Bulgarians are very similar to the South
American people. We are very emotional. The good people are very good,
and the bad people are very bad.

Is there a typical Bulgarvian character trait?

Whatever happens, people always go out for a beer.

Did Bulgaria surprise you?

Yes. The nature. The mountains. The Rhodope is my favourite, with its geog-
raphy, music and people. My first impressions from there are Gela and Shiroka
Laka, and the people... words fail me. Although back then I didn'tunderstand the
dialect. I was thinking then that I spoke Bulgarian, but apparently I was wrong,

Do you have Bulgarian friends?

All of my friends are Bulgarian.

Do you celebrate Bulgarian festivals?

I do because everyone does, but most of these are religious, and I am not
religious.

Describe Bulgaria in three words.

Friendship. Nature. Freedom. The Bulgarians don't understand how
free they are. There are fewer regulations here. For example, you can go
camping wherever you want. And the good people, the true mountaineers,
protect nature.

Do you plan to stay in Bulgaria?

I have a child, I married. Apparently, yes.

What is to be Bulgarian?

To be proud with your past, traditions, folklore. Here everyone dances
the horo, while in Venezuela the youngare not interested. My friends use to
say: "I remember when you were still a foreigner.” But I will never become
a Bulgarian. I have lived in three countries, and I feel that I am from... the
planet. And Bulgarians are just unique.



I'ycraBo Beaackec, Benenyeaa o Gustavo Velazquez, Venezuela
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